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For those of you who have been scarce over the 
summer months – welcome back. For those of 
you who have been with us all summer – please, 
make room in the pews and catch up with
returning friends.

There are often unexpected challenges that crop 
up and capture the board’s energies. 
This summer it was the rapid deterioration of the 
U House chimneys – helped considerably by the 
terrific spring winds and a small flock of pigeon 
hooligans. An emergency approval of $3,600 for 
repairs was granted to prevent any further 
damage to our or our neighbors’ properties. 
Andy Schwarz, Charlie Snowden and DZ all put 
in a great effort to see that this issue was quickly 
resolved. Please give them (and our patient neigh-
bors on North and Resaca) thanks when you see 
them.

As for the board’s ‘planned’ efforts, we are focus-
ing on two immediate goals – developing an 
organizational chart of AUUC and a Leadership 
Council. Both Items that the board sees as 
important groundwork for growth and efficiency.
The chart will serve as a visual map for all of us to 
better understand how the different groups 
within our church relate to each other. It will also 
help up target the important relationships that 
we will need to carefully define in order to 
continue healthy and happy growth. 
To that same end, we are drafting a proposal for a 
leadership council. It is our hope that such a 
council, composed of representatives from each 
committee, will be a vehicle for open dialog  and 
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“If a book is worth reading, it is worth buying.” 
John Ruskin

Yep, it’s that time of year! The Mexican War 
Street Society House Tour is Sunday 14 
September and Allegheny Church will be holding 
it’s annual used book sale. Please join us after 
Service at the book tables where you’re sure to 
find some interesting, informative and –– dare 
we say –– provocative reading. Most hard covers 
are a dollar, and paperbacks are 50 cents. 
Proceeds from the book sale are used to buy new 
hymnals.

We are also accepting book donations for the sale. 
You can help the church by donating books that 
you have read (or books that you bought and 
never read!), so that others might have the 
opportunity to share the pleasure. We’ll also take 
books that you just want to get rid of, but if 
you’re going to give us piles of old books that you 
inherited from your Uncle Percy, please no 
textbooks or paperbacks without covers. You 
may drop off books at church after Service, or by 
arrangement with Donald Zeilman (DZ).

Another way to help is to volunteer to staff the 
sale for a couple of hours on that afternoon. See 
DZ if you can help. We’ll need folks starting at 
noon, and later shifts ending at 4:30.

Annual Used Book 
Sale

planning among the committees to help insure 
that our diverse and energetic groups are all 
pulling in more or less the same direction. Our 
proposal will outline a plan for this to happen 
and will be reviewed with the committees soon 
for their input.
I will continue to share more on these develop-
ments in future issues. Feel free to see me or any 
of the other board members for more details. 
 Regards,
 Chris Stygar
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Save the Date!
Ingathering Potluck 
on Sunday 7 
September

Immediately after the Water Communion 
Service by Rev. Dave, please feel free to join 
with us in our annual Ingathering Potluck 
event.
Bring along a favorite dish, ready to eat, or help 
out with washing a plate or two! It’s a great way 
to  catch-up with friends and acquaintances 
after our first “fall” service following everyone’s 
summer travels or vacations.
We look forward to seeing you in Founder’s 
Hall!

This fall we will be reviving the UU tradition of 
Dinners for 8 at AUUC. This is an informal and 
fun way to get to know other church folks better. 
In case you’re not familiar with these dinners, 
here is how they work. Interested people can sign 
up by contacting Jeanne Zang  or signing up on 
the sign-up sheet in Founders’ Hall. Jeanne will 
put people into groups of approximately eight. 
One person in each group will volunteer to serve 
as host. It is up to the host to contact all the 
group members and arrange a time when every-
one can meet at his/her home for dinner. Each 
person brings a dish - appetizer, main course, sal-
ad, or dessert. 

It is each group’s responsibility to set up and 
attend the dinner. If a group so chooses, they can 
arrange a second dinner (at another person’s 
home). We will have sign-up sheets once in the 
early fall and once in late winter.

Return of 
Dinners for Eight!



Join the Racial Justice Ministry at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center on the first and second 
Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 -7:00pm, 
starting September 9th for a wide range of 
projects with the kids at the Center. Several 
members have helped out at the Center and had 
great experiences! We would love volunteers 
from the congregation to come along with us, 
and we are looking for ideas for new activities as 
well. Send an email to Jay Poliziani  or Kim Win-
bush for directions and/or any questions. We 
can’t wait to see you there!

Tuesdays at 
the Jefferson 

Recreation Center

The Racial Justice Ministry had a great and 
productive summer! We had a wonderful time at 
two community events and our Sunday service 
about the Jefferson Recreation Center was a big 
hit. And we are looking forward to some exciting 
events this fall and winter! Mark your calendars 
now for the All Souls Vigil on the evening of 
November 2nd, where we recognize the victims 
of gun violence in the neighborhood by holding a 
candlelight vigil. We had a really large turnout 
last year and need an even larger group this year 
to show we care about the impact of violence on 
the neighborhood. We are also looking forward 
to taking part in the Faith Night activities for 
Kwanzaa in December with the Young Men and 
Women’s African Heritage Association 
(YMWAHA). Join us at one of our upcoming 
meetings to help us achieve our goals! We meet 
the third Thursday of every month from 6:30-
8pm in the Emerson Room at the church. 
Our next meetings will be on September 18th and 
October 16th. 

Racial Justice



AUUC 
September 
Events

Sunday 7 September 
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:00 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Children’s Religious Education
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
Holy Hospitality
You are encouraged to bring water from your 
summer or summer travels, from as 
close as Lake Elizabeth or as far as you have 
wandered, which we will co-mingle 
to represent our congregation coming together 
for a new worship year.

– Greeters: Pete McQuillin & Barbara Stolarz
– Refreshments: Ingathering Potluck
  Pick-up Giant Eagle certificates
•  2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting
•  6:30 pm Theologies Small Group Ministry

Sunday 14 September
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Children’s Religious Education
• 10:30 am Sunday Service

– Speakers: Worship Ministry
Worship that Works
Our Sunday worship services are the backbone 
of our congregation and for many of us a 
source of great inspiration. Our worship 
committee plans and offers these services with 
the help of Reverend Dave but also with the 
contribution of many lay hosts and speakers. 
Today we'll reflect on how these services evolve, 
how all of us can contribute, and how we strive 
to deliver "worship that works" every week.

– Greeters: Gloria Skillings & Jeanne Zang
– Refreshments: Lynn Glorieux & 
     Jane Schwarz
• 11:00 am MWSS House and Garden Tour
• 12 noon AUUC Book Sale and Tea House



AUUC 
September 

Events

Sunday 21 September
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Children’s Religious Education
• 10:30 am Sunday Service

– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
Live the Mystery & Wonder 

– Greeters: Greg Andrews & Lynn Glorieux
– Refreshments: Kathy Graham & 
            Charlie Snowden
•  3:30pm Prime Timers
•  6:30 pm Theologies Small Group Ministry

Sunday 28 September
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Children’s Religious Education
• 10:30 am Sunday Service

– Speaker: Sharon Pillar
Riding the Rollercoaster of Global Warming
Join Sharon Pillar, global warming outreach 
coordinator for PennFuture, and learn how 
her Unitarian Universalist faith helps her 
embrace the hopes and confront the fears of
working every day to address one of the most 
serious environmental issues we face.

– Greeters: Andy Schwarz & Chris Stygar
– Refreshments: Betty Schwarz & 
                  Gloria Skillings
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
•  6:30 pm Theologies Small Group Ministry
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
7p 
NA Mtg

2
5:30p 
Jefferson 
Recreation 
Center - 
AUUC Night
6p 
Sandwich 
Making

3 4
6:30p 
Girl Scout Mtg
8p 
Tai Chi

5 6
11a 
Northside 
Peace Vigil

8
7p 
NA Mtg

9
5:30p 
Jefferson 
Recreation 
Center - 
AUUC Night
6p Sandwich 
Making

10
7:30p 
Choir 
Practice

11
7p 
PIIN Board
8p 
Tai Chi

12 13
9a U House 
Clean Up
9:30a 
Small Group 

"Community"
11a 
Northside 
Peace Vigil

15
7p 
NA 
Meeting

16
6p 
Sandwich 
Making
7p Finance 
Cmtee Mtg
7p MWSS 
Gen Mem-
bership Mtg

17 18
6:30p 
Racial Justice 
Ministry Mtg
8p 
Tai Chi
8:30p 
Shelter Meal

19 20
Newsletter 
Deadline!
11a 
Northside 
Peace Vigil

22
7p 
NA Mtg
7:30p 
Worship 
Cmtee 
Mtg

23
6p 
Sandwich 
Making

24
7:30p 
Choir Prac-
tice

25
8p 
Tai Chi

26 27
9:30a 
Small Group 
- "Time Lines 
of Our Lives " 
11a 
Northside 
Peace Vigil

29
7p
NA Mtg
7p Exec. 
BOT 
Mtg

30
6p 
Sandwich 
Making



Our small group ministry at Allegheny Unitarian 
Universalist Church is offering a three part adult 
religious education program of exploration, 
questioning and loving listening called, 

“What’s it all about, my friend?”  Each part will 
include 8 sessions.  The 3 parts are:

Part 1 - Our Lives

Part 2 - Our Religion

Part 3 - Our Relationships

Part 1 begins on Saturday, September 13 at 9:30 
a.m. and will be held in the Emerson room at the 
church  Each session will last approximately 1-
1/2 hours and will follow this agenda:

 Announcements
 Reading and Chalice Lighting
 Check-In
 Topic Discussion
 Check-Out
 Extinguishing the Chalice

Part 1 Schedule:
Community: September 13
Time Lines of Our Lives: September 27
Living Simply: October 11
What We Love: October 25
Work and Vocation: November 8
Preparing for the Holidays: November 22
Who is Your Family?: December 13
Learning from Failure: December 27

The schedule for Parts 2 and 3 will be determined 
from the results of Part 1.  Sign up is limited to 
12 people and is required for each part.  Those 
who participated in Part 1 will be given priority 
for Part 2 sign up, and those who participated in 
Part 2 will be given priority for Part 3 sign up.

This group will be facilitated by Cathy Serventi, 
Fran Quinlan and Pete McQuillin.  Contact any 
of us with questions or to enroll in Part 1.

What’s it All 
About, My Friend?



September Eco-Tip
from Living Green

Often small changes can have a large cumula-
tive effect. Think about how often you change 
your kitchen sponge - once, twice a week? 
Imagine that being repeated millions of times 
each week around the country. It's a lot of 
waste, especially given that so many sponges 
are made from plastics, making them yet 
another item in our home that's derived from 
oil. Why not use a product that is practically 
identical and is completely biodegradable and 
environmentally friendly?

* Cellulose is a high performance, safe, and 
environmentally friendly sponge, which, unlike 
other synthetic sponges, is made from wood 
pulp as a non-petroleum renewable plant fiber.
Cellulose sponges do not emit harmful gases 
when incinerated and are biodegradable when 
buried in the ground.

* Most of the fiber cellulose is made from is 
sourced from plantation forests or recycled.

* There is an added danger with many synthetic 
sponges; often they are impregnated with 
chemicals such as Triclosan. This is an 
antibacterial and antifungal agent and is 
registered with the Environmental Protection 
Agency as being a pesticide

* To keep you natural fiber cellulose sponges 
bacteria free you can sterilize them by soaking 
for a few minutes in boiled water, or try an 
occasional dilute bleach/hydrogen peroxide
Solution.

To read more, go on the web to:
.http://livinggreen.gophercentral.com/



Septembert
 Interfaith 
Calendar

• 1  Church year begins - Orthodox Christian
 Ramadan begins - Islam
• 3 Ganesa Chaturthi  - Hindu
• 8 Nativity of Mary - Christian
•14 Holy Cross Day - Christian
•15 Moon Cake Festival - Chinese Taoist tradi-
tion
• 22 Autumnal Equinox
 Mabon  - Wicca Northern Hemisphere
     Ostara  - Wicca Southern Hemisphere
• 26 Laylat al Kadar - Islam
• 29 Michael and All Angels - Christian
•30-Oct 1
     Rosh Hashanah  - Jewish
• 30-Oct 8
 Navaratri  - Hindu
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