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From the Reverer  This is my first column after our glorious
Dave’s Desk summer vacation in California. When we came
back, | had the feeling of having had a great time
away and being really really happy to be back. Sc
| wanted to share a few of the reasons we love
coming back to Allegheny Sunday after Sunday:

Philosophical and theological difference is
experienced as a strength to embrace rather than
as a problem to overcome; People really seem to
care about our family and one another; It's a
beautiful sanctuary space; We have leaders (I'm
thinking recently of Jill B. & Kathy G.) who stick
around to make sure transitions happen as best
as they can; I've heard “old timers” who, though
they uttered the seven-last-words-of-the-dying-
church (“we already tried it that way before”),
were quick to add “but it could work this time
because ...”; We're committed to living justly;
We generously open our doors to others
committed to the same; We walk out of those
church doors to work with at-risk kids at Jeff |

or join a Peace March, or the Peace Vigil, or
City Council meetings, or serve meals at the
North Side Common Ministries; We like a party;
Charlie’s pancakes; Ellen’s breads; Jennifer’s
meditations; We talk about church growth as
much in terms of spiritual growth as in terms of
the new lives this community embraces;
Volunteers show up time & again; We aren’t
afraid of the tough questions; We sing heartily &
folks “rise in spirit” whether or not they involve
their vocal chords; We’'re willing to hold on to
what is good and to risk the new.
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From Reverent
Dave’s Desk
continued

Candle Light Vigil
to Stop the
Violence

Sure we have our challenges. But this is a great
place to explore those challenges in community.
Thanks for being part of it!

Blessinc
Reverend ave

Last November 2nd about 20 people who were
either members of the AUUC congregation ol
North Side Community came together to send a
powerful and prayerful message to our neighl
We want to see a stop to the gun violence that
affects our neighborhood and we care deeply
about the young men who have died as a res
this violence.

Join with the AUUC Racial Justice Ministry a(

this year as we send our message through prayer
song, and candlelight and with our feet while
march to several local sights of shooting deaths
from the past year.

Help us to commemorate the lives of Trevor,
Jehru, Terrance, Damian, Ira James and Greg all
of whom died as a result of gunfire this past year.
Bring a candle on Friday 2 November at 6pm.

There is a possibility that our starting point may
be another church in the neighborhood — if sc
will share the location in our Sunday
announcements and send out an email to the
congregation.



On Sunday 7 October 2007 - AUUC's "Fair  Stewardship
Share" Stewardship Campaign will begin with a Campaign
call to action from Rev. Dave - our fearless
church leader and steward. Shortly thereafter,
stewardship volunteers will begin to meet with
two or three church members/friends to talk
about how we as a church can nurture and
sustain our mission in the community. Members
of the church, the board, and chairs of each
committee are urgently needed to act as
stewardship volunteers.

This year AUUC's "Fair Share" Stewardship
Committee has set a goal of recruiting 30-40
stewardship volunteers. Volunteers will be asked
to attend a short one hour training, either on
Saturday 13 October at 9:00 AM or Tuesday 16
October at 7:00 PM. All the information you
need to be a stewardship volunteer will be
provided to you at this training. This is a great
opportunity to support your church community
by volunteering 3-4 hours of your time.

Our church is completely reliant on the support
of members and friends. For those of you who
attended last year's mid-year meeting, this
request for your volunteer and financial support
comes at a time when our church is operating
deficit. Needless to say, without your
contribution, we would not be able to keep our
doors open, our hearts refreshed and our spirits
nurtured.

This process helps us set realistic budget goals
based on how much funds that we can expect to
receive from our beloved members and friends.

If you are interested in being a volunteer, please
contact me, Diane McMahon.



Screening: Ghost:
of Abu Graib

Thank you for your attention to this important
request for community support!

“Ghosts of Abu Ghraib”, an 80-minute HBO
film, will be shown at Allegheny Unitarian
Universalist Church in Pittsburgh's North Side
(416 W. North Ave.) on Friday 26 October at
7PM as part of the National Religious Campaign
Against Torture's "Spotlight on Torture". This

film is being shown in 1000 congregations across
our nation. This event is open to the public.

This 80-minute film produced by Rory Kennedy
features the familiar and very disturbing pictures
of torture at Irag's Abu Ghraib prison and raises
many questions: How did torture become an
accepted practice at Abu Ghraib? Did U.S.
government policies make it possible? How n
damage has the aftermath of Abu Ghraib had on
America's credibility as a defender of freedom
and human rights around the world?

Viewers are invited to take a look beyond the
headlines to investigate the psychological and
political context in which torture occurred. The
goal of this project is to help people deepen their
understanding of the nature of U.S.-sponsored
torture and also strengthen our resolve to end it.

If you have any questions, please contact BJ
Campbell at <b_j campbell@yahoo.com> or
724-947-2790. Please help promote this event by
spreading the word.

This film is for mature audiences only as the film
features images of male nudity and extremely
intense interviews.



Erin Riffle has been named as the new district District Doings:

Youth Ministry Consultant. Her primary Erin Riffle named
responsibility will be to the OMD youth Youth Ministry
programs. She will work closely with the Youth/ Consultant For the
Adult Committee (YAC) to support their OMD

conference planning, to offer resources for best
practices, to foster leadership development
among the youth and adults and to work to
assure that our youth maintain their ties to
Unitarian Universalism after high school.

Erin brings an abundance of leadership
experience to the role of YMC. At the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Akron, she served as a
board trustee and as a religious education te:
for the high school class. She has served a$
a trustee to the Ohio Meadville District board
and currently serves as the Summer Institute
Young Adult Coordinator. In our larger
association, Erin currently is involved in
leadership in the Continental Unitarian
Universalist Young Adult Network (C*UUYAN)
and has served as the chair of their annual
conference, ConCentric.

She has participated in many UUA sponsored
trainings including youth chaplain training, anti-
oppression/anti-racism training as well as young
adult and campus ministry trainings. Erin holds
a Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy from the
University of Evansville and is pursuing a Master
of Arts in Arts Administration at the University

of Akron.

Erin may be reached via email at
<eriffle@ohiomeadville.org.>.



DownUnder
CoffeeHouse

Thank God foi
Evolution

ThankGO Dror
EVOLUTION!

We are pleased to open the 2007-2008 season
with Life In Balance. Life In Balance is a
nationally touring duo committed to using
sacred musical instruments blended with current
technology to create a high-frequency sonic
environment. Life in Balance features Steve
Sciulli on Enhanced Japanese Shakuhachi,
Bansuri, concert Flutes and Ami Sciulli on
Chakra-tuned Quartz Crystal Singing Bowls and
percussion. Prepare for an mystical evening of
ranging from meditative organic sounds to
energized world music.

Rev. Michael Dowd and his science writer wife,
Connie Barlow, both members of the UU Cht
of the Larger Fellowship, are America's UU
evolutionary evangelists. They have spoken in
more than 250 UU churches and fellowships
the past five years.

Rev. Dowd's forthcoming book, "Thank God for
Evolution!", has been endorsed by five Nobel
laureates and 120 other luminaries, including
prominent UU ministers. It was mentioned in
the September 17th issue of NEWSWEEK
magazine.

Millions who have never heard about UUism
soon hear about us for the first time, as Dowd
includes dozens of stories from his and his wife's
experiences in UU contexts. He and Connie are
donating 100% of book royalties toward
furthering the epic of evolution movement in ¢
beyond the UUA.

"Thank God for Evolution!" will be available in
bookstores November 1st. However, pre-ord
copies can be purchased for $15 each the first
week of October (40% off retail).

Go to <www.ThankGodforEvolution.com>
If the website asks for a discount code, it is
"TGFE40".



Monday 1st
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall AU UC

* 7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting:
RE and Fund Raising Report October

Events

Tuesday 2nd
* 12:00 pm Oakland Lunch Bunch

Thursday 4th
* 6:30 pm Girl Scout Meeting

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 6th
Columbus OMD Membership Conference

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 7 October

(Steeler Home Game at 1 pm)
Stewardship Day Launch!

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice

—SpeakerReverend David McFarland
You Are Living Your LegaRev. Dave

explores what the Hebrew Genesis story i
teaches about stewardship. The children &=
will join us for the first part of the service.

— GreetersEd Kinley & Friend

— Refreshmentd.ynn Glorieux & Friend
» Order Giant Eagle certificates

» 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Monday 8th
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

e 7:30 pm Program Meeting

Thursday 11th
* 6:00 pm Town hall Meeting

e 7:00 pm PIIN Board
* 7:30 pm RE Meeting
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class




AU UC Saturday 13th
* 9:00 am Stewardship Training - Founders

Hall
OCtOber * 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church
Events

Sunday 14 October

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 9:30 am Communion Service

* 10:30 am Coming of Age

» 10:30 am Sunday Service

— Speaker Reverend David McFarland &
Kathy Kozachenko
Only ConnectRev. Dave and Kathy K. join
Unitarian Universalists around the country
for Association Sunday, exploring our
connections to the big picture.

—Greeters Pete McQuillin & Rege Schilken

—Refreshmentd.isa Carvajal & Friend

* Pick up Giant Eagle certificates

* 12:00 pm Choir Festival

* 12:00 pm What We Are About - This
session will provide a brief history of
Allegheny and information about becomi
more involved in this congregation.
Whether you have only visited once or tv
or have been coming regularly for the last
six months, please join us for this
informative and enjoyable event.

Monday 15th
* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Thursday 18th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

* 8:30 pm Shelter Meal

Saturday 20th
Newsletter Deadline!

* 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church

» 7:30 pm DownUnder Coffeehouse Retu
- Life in Balanca Founders Hall




Sunday 21 October AUUC

* 9:00 am Choir Practice
+ 10:30 am Sunday Service October
—Speaker TBA Events

— GreetersAndy Schwarz & Friend
—RefreshmentsEllen Kerr & Friend
* 4:00 - 8:00 pm Prime Timers

Monday 22nd
* 6:30 pm Racial Justice Meeting

e 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Thursday 25th
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Friday 26th
e 7:00 pm NRCAT - Filfhhe Ghosts of Abu
Graib(see article for details)

Saturday 27th
*10:00 am - 2:00 pm OMD Board Meeting

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church

Sunday 28 October

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 10:30 am Coming of Age

* 10:30 am RE Halloween Party

* 10:30 am Sunday Service
—SpeakerTBA

— GreetersThis could be you!

— RefreshmentsAnne Thompson & Friend
* 12:30 pm Discussion on NRCAT

Monday 29th
* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

* 7:00 pm Executive Board of Trustees
Meeting

Thursday 1 November
* 6:30 pm Girl Scout Meeting

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class



AUUC Friday 2nd

* UU-Palooza- Peacemaking Conference

(see article)
November * 5:00 pm - on YAK - The Whole Church)
EventS Saturday 3rd

* until 6:00 pm YAK - The Whole Church)

» UU-Palooza- Peacemaking Conference
(see article)

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

There are plenty of positive signs promoting
peace for anyone who wishes to join.

Many supportive passershy give
encouragement to the vigil in front of the
church every Saturday. Please help support
this ongoing vigil; a few minutes on a
Saturday goes a long way to promoting
peace, especially if you happen to be in the
neighborhood!

Sunday 4 November

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice

* 10:30 am Coming of Age

* 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service

— SpeakerReverend David McFarland
Choose Your God Wisely

— GreetersThis could be You!

—RefreshmentsTBA

* Order Giant Eagle certificates

* 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting



The Gnostic Gospdig Elaine Pagels Class and Book
Facilitator: Chris Hill <hill613@comcast.rnet Discussion:
412-366-9553 The Gnostic

Location: Unitarian Universalist Church of the =~ GOspels
North Hills

Dates: Monday 15 October, Monday 29 October
7 — 9 PM and one or two additional classes in
November.

Interested participants can register by calling or
e-mailing Chris with your name, telephone
number, and e-mail address. There is no fee for
the class, other than purchase of the book.

The Gnostic Gospels is a landmark study of the
long-buried roots of Christianity. In 1945 an
Egyptian peasant unearthed what proved to be
the Gnostic Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes
that expounded a radically different view of the
life and teachings of Jesus. Pagels explores this
range of gospels, including the Gospel of Thc
and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how
a variety of “Christianities” emerged at a time of
extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some
Christians questioned the need for clergy and
church doctrine, and taught that the divine co

be discovered through spiritual search. Many
others sought enlightenment within. Such
explorations raised questions: Was the
resurrection to be understood symbolically and
not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in
masculine form, or feminine, as well? These
Christians dared to ask questions that orthodox
Christians later suppressed — and their
explorations led to profoundly different visions

of Jesus and his message. The Gnostic Gospels is
a radical, eloquent reconsideration of the origins
of the Christian faith. Participants will need to
purchase the book.



Peacemakin(
Conference

The Pittsburgh area Unitarian Universalist
churches are organizing a conference to refle
Peacemaking. All events will take place at First
Unitarian Church.

This conference on Peacemaking was prompted
by the Study/Action Issue entitled "Peacemal
which was adopted by the 2006 General Ass:
of the Unitarian Universalist Association. This
Study/Action raises the question of whether or
not the Unitarian Universalist Association shc
become the fourth nationally recognized peace
church, along with the Friends (Quakers), the
Church of the Brethren and the Mennonites.
You can learn more about the "Peacemaking”
Study/Action Issue by visiting <www.uua.org>.

At our Peacemaking conference, we will be
addressing questions such as: What would it
mean for the Unitarian Universalist Association
to become a peace church? How would that
change the way we speak and act and relate? Is
this desirable and achievable? If we do not
choose to become a peace church, then what do
we have to say about the appropriate role of
violence in our world? Since the "Peacemaking”
issue will probably come before the General
Assembly as a resolution to be voted upon, what
feedback can we put forth from participating in
this event?

This gathering will begin at 7:30 PM on Friday 2
November with a concert of peace songs
presented by Emily Pinkerton, Folk Orchestra
Conductor at First Unitarian Church and several
of her friends. Admission payable at the door
be $10 for adults or $5 for students, youth and
children. A reception will follow the concert.

The gathering will continue on Saturday 3
November with a series of presentations and
workshops beginning at 9:00 AM and concluc



at 4:30 PM. The registration fee for the entire  Peacemaking
day is $15 for adults or $8 for students, youth  Conference
children. The registration fee includes lunch andcontinued
refreshments. Age-appropriate activities will be

available for children in elementary school.

Childcare will be available of preschool or

nursery age.

Unitarian Universalist theologian and minister
Paul Rasor will be presenting the keynote ad
on Saturday morning. Dr. Rasor serves as
Director of the Center for the Study of Religious
Freedom at Virginia Wesleyan College in
Norfolk, Virginia. He is the author of Faith
Without Certainty: Liberal Theology in the
Twenty-First Century.

Our second invited presenter is Scilla Wahrhi

A member of the Pittsburgh Friends Meeting,
has been an activist and community organize
many years. Currently she serves as director of
the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Friends
Service Committee office here in Western
Pennsylvania.

Our third invited presenter is Arthur Gish. Fr¢
1958 to 1960, Arthur served as a conscientious
objector with the Brethren Volunteer Service in
Europe. In the last ten or twelve years, Arthur
has been active with the Christian Peacemaker
Teams, annually spending several weeks in the
troubled city of Hebron in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. His most recent book is
Hebron Journal: Stories of Nonviolent
Peacemaking.

Rev. David Herndon
First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh



What We Are About

October Interfaith
Calendai

Are you new-ish to AUUC? Then come join Jane
Dirks and Pat Downey at 12:00 pm on Sunda
October to find out more about our church. This
session will provide a brief history of Allegheny
UU Church as well as information about
becoming more involved in this congregation.
Whether you have only visited once or twice, or
have been coming regularly for the last six
months, please join us for this informative and
enjoyable event.

4 St Francis Day - Catholic Chrisian
Shemini Atzeret - Jewish

5 Simchat Torah - Jewish

6 St. Thomas Day - Ortodox Christian

9 Laylat el Qadr - Islam

12-20 Navaratri - Hindu

13 Eid al Fitr (Ramadan ends) - Islam

18 St. Luke's Day - Christian
20 Birth of the B'ab - Baha'l

Installation of Scriptures as Guru Granth
- Sikh

21 Dasera - Hindu

28 Milvian Bridge Day - Christian

31 All Hallows Eve - Christian
Reformation Day - Protestant Christian

www.interfaithcalendar.c
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stygarjal@comcast.net
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