
As Unitarian Universalists, each week we 
covenant to affirm and promote the right of 
conscience and the use of the democratic process, 
both in our congregations, and in society at large.  
In this election year, many of us at Allegheny UU 
are deeply and passionately living out this 
principle through individual involvement in 
various political activities and campaigns.  
Realizing this, the Board of Trustees has come up 
with and would like to share some guidelines, 
which it believes reflect both our principles and 
our status as a tax exempt organization.

As a church, we can and do engage in issue 
advocacy by taking positions on public policy 
issues.  Examples of this include our vigil against 
the war in Iraq, our vigils drawing attention to 
violence in our communities and our work with 
the Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network.  In the 
past, we also have engaged in activities that 
further the democratic process, such as voter 
education and get-out-the-vote drives.  Such 
activities are consistent with our tax exempt 
status, as long we conduct them in an unbiased 
manner.  In terms of voter education, the Board 
would love to see Allegheny UU once again serve 
as a public forum for candidate appearances, with 
all candidates for a particular office being invited 
to participate.  

However, as a church we may not intervene in 
political campaigns or endorse political 
candidates.  The Board asks that members of the 
congregation please keep this in mind and refrain 
from making statements from the pulpit 
(including during announcements and joys and 
concerns) that reflect support for or opposition 
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to particular political candidates.  This limitation 
does not extend to conversations between 
individual church members, of course, but would 
apply to group announcements, whether made in 
church, during coffee hour, on our web site, or 
via email to our yahoo groups.  Even if a 
statement falls under the heading of voter 
education rather than outright endorsement, it is 
not appropriate to use the church forum to 
educate voters about one candidate, without 
giving other candidates an equal opportunity.  
The church also should not be used as a forum 
for activities on behalf of a political candidate, 
including activities such as the sale of campaign 
stickers or the distribution of campaign yard 
signs.  As a general rule of thumb, if what you 
want to say or do refers to a particular candidate 
for office, either explicitly or implicitly, church is 
probably not the place to be saying or doing it.  If 
you want to say or do something that you believe 
falls within an exception to this rule, we ask that 
you please clear it with the Board of Trustees 
first.  After the last two elections, the IRS has 
indicated that it intends to look at this kind of 
activity closely, so our tax exempt status is at 
stake.  For those interested in learning more 
about this issue, more information can be found 
on the web at: 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-07-41.pdf 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1828.pdf

http://pewforum.org/docs/?DocID=280 
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May Notes from 
Rev. Dave

The DownUnder Coffeehouse will close out the 
season of music on Saturday May 17, 2008 at 
7:30pm, when we welcome back two of the 
most  popular coffeehouse performers: Eve 
Goodman and Heather Kropf.  Eve is known 
for her exceptionally fluent 6 and 12 string 
guitar accompaniments to her expressive songs 
of life and family.  Heather's warm voice and 
unassuming piano style draws in the listener to 
her songs that cover the gambit from great 
literature to the smallest of everyday 
experiences.   If you enjoyed hearing them last 
year as part of the Riveting Rosies, be sure to 
come and hear them perform as solo this 
month.  You will not be disappointed.

The DownUnder Coffeehouse is open the third 
Saturday of each month from September to 
May in basement of Allegheny Unitarian 
Universalist Church,  416 West North Ave.  
Suggested donation for this month's show is 
$5.  Desserts and coffee will be available.  
Call 412-322-4261 or see 
<www.alleghenyuu.org> for more details. 

DownUnder 
Coffeehouse

Eve Goodman 
& Heather Kropf

With welcoming the arrival of almost-three-
year-old Ty to our lives, I’m going to be on 
Paternity Leave for the month of May. My 
parents will be visiting from California. We’ll 
be visiting Tim’s folks later in the month. And 
we’ll all be adjusting to this wonder- and awe-
filled new reality. We’ll still see you at big 
events like the Annual Meeting, the Shelter 
Walk. But we’ll mostly be spending time re-
drawing our family circle. Thanks to the Board, 
Worship, and the Committee on Ministry for 
working to make this happen—even without 
the traditional nine month warning period. 

Blessings,



AUUC Volunteer 
of the Month

Our Volunteer of the Month is Lynn Glorieux. 
Unfortunately, it is incredibly difficult to list the 
jobs that she performs around the church, since, 
while she does fit into a few established 
categories, her greatest gift to the congregation 
are all the behind-the-scenes activities which she 
accomplishes, not part of any committee's 
function. She serves on the Membership 
Committee, and in that capacity, has taken on 
oversight, for the several three months, of 
ensuring that there are greeters and refreshments 
each week. She jumps in with dish-washing 
chores potluck organizing and has several times 
shared her delicious polenta with us at church 
functions. She also compiles the welcoming 
packets that all new members receive and writes a 
personal note to each visitor to our Sunday 
Services. But even apart from these more formal 
jobs, she, with her outgoing spirit, makes a 
personal effort to welcome guests to our church, 
as well as old-time members. Few pass her way 
without a smile and greeting. Evidencing a 
commitment to our youth and a love of the 
outdoors, she has taken our teens kayaking these 
past few years, outings which are enthusiastically 
attended by our youth, even those who only 
sparsely show up at other church events. She 
frequently bikes to church, inspiring the rest of 
us to seek more opportunities to put our 
environmental ideals into action, and ensures 
that the church grounds -- and the neighborhood 
as a whole -- remain clean and welcoming, as she 
picks up litter, gardens, and tends the flowers 
abutting the Cedar Avenue pool. The kids at the 
nearby Martin Luther King Elementary School 
benefit from her reading with them, yet another 
aspect of her giving nature.  
Thank you, Lynn, for your years of hard work 
and dedicated commitment to Allegheny 
Unitarian Universalist Church! Lynn Glorieux



Help Needed on 
the North Side

Elderly woman living in a North Side high rise 
would like some help getting her groceries about 
once a month.  Walks with a cane.  No family 
nearby.

Are you willing to help an older "neighbor in 
need"?

Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers (IVC), a program 
of a local non-profit organization, has linked 
arms with congregations and organizations 
throughout the city and Allegheny County to 
recruit, train, and support a corps of volunteers 
to serve the vulnerable, frail elderly living in their 
homes.  IVC volunteers help their elderly 
"neighbors in need" with such tasks as grocery 
shopping or getting to doctor appointments or 
running errands.  Sometimes all an older person 
needs is a friendly person stopping by to chat 
occasionally.  We have a job for everyone 
regardless of physical ability, age or available 
time.

"No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever 
wasted." Aesop (620-560 B.C.)

For more information please call Marian Gentile/
Volunteer Administrator at Interfaith Volunteer 
Caregivers 412-345-7420.

The ‘Pulse of the Congregation’ taking process is 
wrapping up this month. Starting with the annual 
meeting, we will be displaying all of the final 
ideas that we have been collecting from the 
congregation in Founders Hall. We are asking 
everyone to carefully review them and then vote 
one last time for the issues closest to their hearts. 
See Chris Stygar for voting materials and 
instructions.

Once we know the things that we all want to do, 
we will then start to formulate the plans to make 
them happen. STAY TUNED!

Long Range 
Planning 
Committee Update



Save the Date! Sunday 22 June, the time of our Sunday service 
will be changed to 9:30am to allow as many 
AUUC members as possible to take part in the 
Pridefest.  We will end at 10:30am so that 
everyone can get over to PNC Park in time to 
march in the parade, which begins at noon.  
Those of us who have blue Unitarian T-shirts 
from previous years are encouraged to wear them 
and we are planning to order more - look for 
additional info in the near future.

A Musical Start 
to June

*Note - this is NOT the AUUC choir. Any resemblance 
between the above lads and any of our members is 

purely coincidental.

Music Sunday will take place on Sunday 1 June.  
Come join the choir as we sing some of our 
favorite hymns and lead the congregation in 
celebrating the power of song in worship.



AUUC 
May
Sundays

Sunday 04 May
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
• RE Appreciation Sunday
– Speaker: Barney Oursler

Organizing for Economic Justice
Barney Oursler has worked for years in 
Pittsburgh with the Mon Valley Unemployed 
Committee to help communities fight for 
economic justice in the face of mill closings 
and economic displacement. He is currently 
help Northside United in their efforts to gain 
Community Benefits Agreements with North 
Shore developers.He will speak about why he 
has stayed with this work since the early '80s.

– Greeters: Frank Bienkowski & Pete McQuillin
– Refreshments: Anne Thompson & Ward 

Payne
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
•  'Thanksgiving in Spring' bag distribution
• 12:00pm Repeating Theologies 
    Small Group Ministry
• 12:00pm Annual Meeting: 
 End of Centennial Year 
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Sunday 11 May
No RE Classes - Mother’s Day
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
–  Speaker:  Liane Ellison Norman 
and Angele Ellis
Mothers Day/Earth Day Service - Liane and 
Angele are longtime writers and community 
activists who turned to poetry to express, in 
Liane's words, "things...that can't be said in 
prose/at least not yet."  In this service, they 
will alternate their poetic voices to explore 



AUUC 
May

Sundays

connections between mothers and Mother 
Earth.    

– Greeters:  Kathy Kozachenko & Gloria 
Skillings

– Refreshments:  Lisa Carvajal & Chris Stygar
•  Pick up  Giant Eagle certificates

Sunday 18 May
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
– Speaker: El Gray 

One Vison, One Life
El Gray will discuss his personal journey and 
the work of One Vision One Life (1V1L), 
where he is program director, at preventing 
violence in our streets and neighborhoods.

– Greeters:  Willie Dawson, Ed Kinley & Dennis 
McAndrew

– Refreshments: Greg Blackman & Liz Dell
• 'Thanksgiving in Spring' bag collection 

Sunday 25 May
Last Day of RE Classes
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Paul Lawson

 Civil War Heroes
– Greeters: Andy Schwarz & Betty Luff
– Refreshments:  Lynn Glorieux & Ellen Kerr

Save the Date! 
Sunday 8 June 
Allegheny UU’s Annual Church Picnic at 
North Park!
Lunch Begins at 1pm
Look for more details to be announced in 
church and to be published in June’s Allegheny 
Advocate Newsletter.



May 2008 Allegheny UU Church Calendar



Join the Racial Justice Ministry at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center on the first and second 
Tuesday of each month from 5:30 -7:00pm for a 
wide range of projects with the kids at the Center.

In April we made T-shirts and several kids 
decided to use the opportunity to remember 
friends and family that have died in recent 
shootings – we plan to work with them on a tile 
mural to commemorate the life of a young girl 
that was killed in a recent shooting. Several folks 
from AUUC participated in April and are 
planning to return! Projects for the spring and 
summer include Mother’s Day cards, planting 
tomato plants, and a photo workshop so the kids 
can display their photos at an upcoming 
community event. We would love volunteers 
from the congregation to come along with us – 
send an email to Jay Poliziani or Kim Winbush  
for directions and/or any questions. We can’t 
wait to see you there!

Tuesdays at the 
Jefferson 

Recreation Center

Here’s a chance to support the Northside 
common Ministries by participating in their 
Annual Shelter Walk 2008. A 1K, 3K, and 5K 
Walk-A-Thon to benefit the men served at 
Pleasant Valley Emergency Men’s Shelter at 1601 
Brighton Road. Registration and activities will 
begin at 8:00am, rain or shine!  Registration from 
8 to 8:45 am.  1K, 3K and 5K Walks will begin at 
9:00am.  Following your walk, join us for 
refreshments, musical entertainment and 
fellowship!  WISH 99.7 FM Radio’s Street Treat 
Patrol will be stopping by to play music and 
provide FREE ice cream, snacks and soda! 

Call Northside Common Ministries at 
412.323.1163 to pre-register and reserve your 
Shelter Walk ’08 T-shirt.

Shelter Walk 2008



This month’s eco tip is different from the ones 
published in past months. At a recent Penn�
Future conference on global warming it was 
demonstrated very clearly that global warming is 
not a myth. It’s real and it’s happening NOW. 
Glaciers are melting, polar bears and other 
human and animal inhabitants of the Arctic are 
having a very hard time in their rapidly changing 
environment. As Larry Schweiger, President of 
the National Wildlife Federation, pointed out, if 
we don’t start taking immediate action, at some 
point the Earth will take over and it will be out of 
human control. It will be too late! So let’s show 
our respect for the interdependent web of all 
existence, of which we are a part, and start 
addressing the problem of climate change.

This month’s action is faster and easier than any 
of the others, but may have the most powerful 
effect. After you read this, please take action. 
Don’t put it off. Don’t tell yourself it won’t make 
a difference. Just do it! Your children and their 
children will thank you for not sitting idly by.

This month’s action is to contact Senator Specter 
and Senator Casey and tell them to do all they 
can to see that the Climate Security Act (S. 2191) 
is passed. This bill will probably come up for a 
vote in June. 

S. 2191 is a strong, comprehensive bill that 
establishes a good framework for reducing global 
warming pollution. Please call or write:

Senator Arlen Specter
711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202-224-425  Pittsburgh office: 412-644-3400

Senator Robert Casey, Jr.
383 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202-224-6324  Pittsburgh office: 412-803-7370

May ECO Tip



Pennsylvania is a major contributor to the global 
warming problem. We create more global 
warming pollution than 101 developing countries 
combined - a full one percent of the world's total 
heat-trapping emissions. And yet, Congress is 
still dragging its feet.

On March 27, several AUUC members gathered 
with others from the faith community to hold a 
candlelight vigil in front of the Pittsburgh office 
of Congressman Mike Doyle. We prayed that he 
would take a leadership role in pushing the U.S. 
House of Representatives to pass a strong climate 
bill this year. Some of us then met with 
Congressman Doyle the next day.

Global warming disruptions will hurt first and 
foremost the world's poor. The lives of millions 
already living in poverty will be upended. 

Being such a major contributor to the problem, 
we in Pennsylvania should be a major leader in 
finding solutions. Science shows us that in order 
to avert the worst impacts of global warming, we 
must cut our emission 20 percent by  2020, and 
80 percent by mid-century.

Please contact Congressman Doyle and urge him 
to pass strong climate change legislation now. 
Tell him we can't wait another year if we're going 
to achieve 20 percent reductions by 2020. You 
can reach him at:

rep.doyle@mail.house.gov 
Pittsburh office: 412-261-5091

Allegheny UU 
Takes Action on 
Global Warming



Ministry in the Borderlands addresses the 
struggles, challenges, rewards and satisfaction of 
working across religious identities within our 
congregations and our wider communities.  
Keynote speaker, The Rev. Nick Carter is actively 
engaged in interfaith and inter-religious 
cooperation for action.   His keynote addresses 
begin with the Unitarian Universalist experience 
and focus on the ways we can bring Unitarian 
Universalist gifts to healing religious strife in the 
world.    

If your congregation is working with other 
religious traditions or considering how to get 
involved, Nick’s stories, ideas and activities will 
help you develop a good plan of engagement.   If 
you are looking for models to engage the 
religious and theological diversity within your 
congregation the lessons will apply.  

Registration and more information on the UUA 
website:  <www.uua.org>

UU University at 
General Assembly 
2008

The Racial Justice Ministry is involved in several 
projects this spring and summer. There will be a 
Racial Justice service at AUUC on Sunday 13 July 
that will focus on the work we have done with the 
Jefferson Recreation Center (see below for more 
details). We will also be collecting food donations 
for the Pleasant Valley Shelter’s food drive and 
taking them to the shelter on Sunday 18 May. 
The Central Northside Neighborhood Council is 
holding a community event on Sunday 20 July 
and we will have a presence there as well. Join us 
at one of our upcoming meetings to help us 
achieve our goals! We meet the third Thursday of 
every month from 6:30-8pm in the Emerson 
Room at the church. Our next meetings will be 
on Thursday 15 May  and Thursday 19 June. 

Racial Justice



Friends,

The Ohio-Meadville District Office recently 
discovered that their server did not register those 
Chalice Lighters who signed up online during 
months of January to the present.  The problem 
is now corrected, but there is no way to 
reconstruct the information about those who 
signed up during that time.

If you tried to register online for Chalice Lighters 
during the last three and a half months, please 
return to the web site and register again (you will 
not be duplicated) or you can send in a hard copy 
registration using the brochures at your church.  
Or you may call the OMD Office if you have any 
questions: 740-252-5980. The web site is 
<www.ohiomeadville.org> and Chalice Lighters 
is noted under the Programming list.

The OMD Office thanks you for your patience 
and understanding.  

Blessings,
Joan Van Becelaere
District Executive
Ohio-Meadville District of the UUA

Chalice Lighter 
Signup Glitch

General Assembly is in Ft. Lauderdale, FL this 
year on June 25-29. Rates for registration go up 
on May 1, so register now! For those of you 
attending General Assembly, the UUA board 
invites you to participate in a special workshop to 
help sent goals for the future.

UU University 2008 will be June 24-25 in Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL with keynote speaker, Nick 
Carter, president of Andover Newton Theological 
School. Registration is now open.

The UUA has also started the next phase of the 
new Marketing Campaign with more ads in Time 
Magazine and using Google Adwords.

 News From the 
UUA
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