
The Clergy Caucus of the Pittsburgh Interfaith 
Impact Network (PIIN) gathered for yet another 
prayer vigil. Several Allegheny folks were there. It 
was one block down from the Breadworks. 
A short block that I’ve noticed because of its 
boarded up windows. And now, there’s one 
freshly boarded up doorway. That’s where two 
gunmen blew multiple rounds—apparently 
intending to murder the entire family. They 
wounded the mother. One was killed. She was 
Jolesa Barber. She was twelve years old. 

Besides my commitment to PIIN and our 
neighborhood, what brought me to the vigil that 
night was my deep hope that Jolesa’s murder 
might be a tipping point. Much has been made 
recently of the concept of the “tipping point.” It’s 
a phenomenon that’s been around a long time, of 
course. Some of us know it as the “Hundredth 
Monkey” phenomenon. Most of us know it 
simply as “the straw that broke the camel’s back.” 
My prayer was that this would be a tipping point 
not only for clergy and parishioners who 
gathered that night—we’ve been incensed for a 
long time— but perhaps more importantly for 
some of the gang-bangers and thugsters. Maybe 
their inner light might flicker a bit in the face of 
this child’s murder. 

Sad to say, Jolesa’s death was not a shock. The 
realities that created the street’s deadly 
environment developed step by step, day by day, 
over a long time. The problem didn’t appear over 
night. The solution won’t happen over night. 
Much less by the night of the prayer vigil. But 
that night, I hope and I pray, we and all of our 
neighbors might have met our tipping point. 
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Allegheny UU’s 
Annual Spaghetti 

Dinner, Talent 
Show and Silent 

Auction 

Please join us for our annual spaghetti dinner, 
talent show and silent auction on Saturday 15 
March. Food and fun starts at 6pm.

The silent auction will open for pre-bidding 
during coffee hour on Sunday 9 March and end 
during the talent show on Saturday 15 March. 
Auction items include a hand-carved cuckoo 
clock, piano lessons, family passes to the 
Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh,  sweets from 
My Goodies Bakery, an MP3 player, "Soufflés 
Demystified" cooking class with an award 
winning pastry chef and much, much more!

If you would like to contribute an item or 
services to the auction, please email or call 
Isabella Cederquist.

The Membership Committee invites you to 
join us for our annual Easter Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast starting at 9:00 am on Sunday 23 
March 

Chef Charlie Snowden will be using his magical 
pancake flipping skills to make a wide variety of 
pancakes. There’ll be ham and coffee and a 
chance for you to bring your favorite breakfast 
dish. There’s a sign-up sheet in Founders Hall; 
maybe you can help set-up!  This is a favorite 
annual event you do not want to miss.

Feel free to bring along friends and family. See 
Betty Schwarz or Lisa Carvajal if you have any 
questions.  See you Easter Sunday!

Easter Sunday
Pancake Breakfast

23rd March



We were sorry to learn in early January of the 
death of Calvin Hadidian from complications 
from gall bladder surgery.  Calvin, a member of 
our congregation since 2002, had moved a couple 
of years ago to a retirement community in 
Connecticut, near one of his daughters.  Now we 
have learned the following additional 
information:

Dr. Calvin Y. Hadidian died Tuesday 17 July 
2007 in Connecticut.  He was born in Beirut, 
Lebanon, on 26 April 1924 and came to this 
country to do his residencies in general and 
thoracic surgery in Baltimore, MD and Austin, 
TX.  He went into private practice in thoracic 
surgery in Cumberland, MD in 1956.  He is 
survived by two daughters, Gwynne Hadidian 
and Jocelyn Novella, and their mother, Betty.  

Calvin was a passionate advocate for justice and 
for peace, an articulate writer of letters-to-the-
editor, an enthusiastic member of the choir, and 
a wonderful friend.  Many of us will recall his 
determination in dealing with a series of medical 
crises.  And all who attended the talent show the 
night he did his Maurice Chevalier song-and 
dance routine will remember Calvin's beautiful 
voice and his dapper white suit, top hat, and 
cane.  Calvin's daughter reports that Calvin truly 
had wonderful memories of his time in 
Pittsburgh and of the people he met at the 
church. 

Anyone wishing to contact Calvin's daughter 
should see Jill Brethauer.

Calvin Hadidian
1924-2007



In the wake of the murders of two African 
American youths, Jolesa Barber (12) and Ernest 
Tolliver (15), on the 28th and 29th of January, 
Rev. Johnnie Monroe and the PIIN Spiritual 
Leaders caucus declared "enough is enough". On 
January 30th, Rev. Johnnie Monroe called on the 
spiritual leaders of PIIN to meet with police Chief 
Nate Harper to begin discussions on stemming 
the proliferation of gun violence. During the 
meeting, PIIN leaders decided to launch a Holy 
Ground campaign and Chief Harper agreed to 
fully support the initiative.

On February 1st, Rev. Welch organized a meeting 
with the NAACP's religious affairs committee to 
further engage non PIIN members in the 
campaign. During that meeting a candle light 
vigil was organized to take place on the street 
where Jolesa Barber was murdered as a show of 
support for her family and to declare our 
campaign. 20 pastors including 10 who were 
members of PIIN committed to the campaign.

On February 5th at 9 PM, 200 women, men, and 
children [note: this included Rev. Dave and 
several AUUC members.] gathered at Bright 
Ridge Place, where Little G (Jolesa Barber) was 
gunned down, to declare that we would not stand 
for the gun violence anymore. Reverends 
Monroe, Grayson and Welch led the group in a 
series of prayers. Court of Common Pleas' Judge 
Dewanye Woodruff was on site to support the 
event and plead with the people to "do 
something" to help save our children who want 
to do the right things. There were pastors from 
the Northside who committed to join our effort, 
leaders of other community groups and 
initiatives who declared that they would partner 
with us to begin addressing gun violence and the 
upstream issues that lead to it.

PIIN declares 
Pittsburgh Holy 

Ground



In a rousing benediction, Rev. John Welch 
announced that "We are declaring Holy Ground 
on the Northside, We are declaring Holy Ground 
on the East end, We are declaring Holy ground in 
the West end and we are declaring Holy Ground 
in the South Side. It is time for us to stand up and 
let the powers that be know that the people of 
Pittsburgh are some bodies too". He also 
reminded the people that our situation did not 
get like this over night and that it was not going 
to be addressed over night. That the solutions 
to these problems will have to addressed in the 
School board chambers, city chambers, 
county chambers and in Harrisburg and 
Washington DC.

Members of PIIN, this is the year that we take 
unwavering stand to combat those issues that 
stamp out prosperity and cause a sense of 
hopelessness. This year we declare Pittsburgh 
Holy Ground!!

Evans Moore, Jr., PIIN Executive Director

PIIN declares 
Pittsburgh Holy 
Ground
continued



Operation Save A Life (OSAL) is a volunteer 
organization that does street rounds twice a 
week: Tuesdays on the North Side beginning at 
6:30pm and Wednesdays Downtown beginning 
at 7pm. Our goal is to provide whatever 
assistance the unsheltered homeless may need. 
We distribute food, toiletry kits and weather 
appropriate articles as well as offer supportive 
listening and consistent engagement. With this 
approach, avenues may be found to improve an 
individual's situation and our hope is to provide 
that bridge.

You may not know if outreach is for you unless 
you try, but we do prefer taking people with us 
who intend to come along more than once. It 
doesn't matter if you're a novice because all we 
ask is you follow our lead. We're open to 
questions and will take time to orient you prior 
to beginning OSAL rounds. Rounds can take an 
hour or two depending on the night. In the 
interest of keeping the group a manageable size, 
we like to take no more than 3 new people out at 
a time so arranging a day with the OSAL 
coordinator would be appreciated. This can be 
accomplished by emailing Erica Smith at 
<esmith@chscorp.org> or calling her at 412-621-
6513 x110. Mac McMahon, who is an active 
member of the congregation and is involved in 
this program, is also willing to talk with anyone 
who is interested if anyone would like more 
information.  Please catch him at church.

Opportunity to 
Learn More and 

Have an Impact on 
Homelessness



Councilwoman Tonya D. Payne will host a North 
Side Community Meeting regarding the homeless 
population and issues on Tuesday 11 March 2008 
at the New Hazlett Theater, 6 Allegheny Square 
East, Pittsburgh, PA 6:00 - 7:30 PM.

ALL NORTH SIDE RESIDENTS ARE 
WELCOME!

• Hear directly from panelists who are 
 currently working on these issues.
• Have your concerns heard and your 
 questions answered.
•  I need your help. Will you help me work
 on this issue?

For More Information Contact: City 
Councilwoman Tonya D. Payne –District 6 at 
412-255-2134.

North Side 
Community 
Meeting on 
11 March 2008 

Family ChoirFamily Choir is an intergenerational activity for 
everyone who likes to sing.  We meet the first 
Sunday of each month before church at about 
9:45AM for 20 to 30 minutes and ALL are 
welcome! 
Those folks who find the 9:00AM Adult Choir 
rehearsal time too early may want to join Family 
Choir instead.  We are working on a beautiful 
song called "One Candle" and hope to sing it on 
Easter.

Would you like to join a group of music lovers 
who get together from time to time to prepare 
some music for a Sunday service?  
Kiki Barley and Jane Schwarz are looking for 
some other instrumentalists who would like to 
play together - please talk to Kiki after church 
any Sunday or email her.

Instrumentalists



Allegheny's own Scottish bard, John Meikle will 
be performing with Rob Metil, Jack Erdie and 
Danny Quinn at the Club Cafe on Sunday 30 
March at 7:30pm.  Rob and Jack are well-known 
locally.  Danny Quinn <www.dannyquinn.com> 
comes from Ireland, now living in Connecticut, 
and has performed throughout the US, Canada, 
Ireland, and England at concerts, coffee houses, 
festivals, pubs, and other events. Since 1979, 
Danny has recorded 12 albums that combine his 
love for Irish music and many of his own 
compositions.

John Meikle at 
Club Cafe

At a recent Social Justice open meeting held at 
the church on February 3rd the group in 
attendance decided that Racial Justice would 
become the focus social justice issue for our 
congregation. Our existing Racial Justice 
Ministry will continue to work on projects, which 
positively effect race relations in our 
neighborhood. Join us at one of our upcoming 
meetings to help determine how we as a church 
can meet this goal. We meet the third Thursday 
of the month from 6:30-8PM in the Emerson 
Room at the church – next meetings are March 
20th and April 17th. Hope to see you there!

Racial Justice

Tuesdays with a 
Twist

Join the Racial Justice Ministry at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center as we twist dry bleach dyed tee 
shirts, twist the icing from the tubes to decorate 
holiday cookies, twist the glue out from the bottle 
as we make other wondrous craft projects. We 
twist on up the hill to the center on the first and 
second Tuesdays of the month from 5:45-7PM. 
We would love to have occasional volunteers 
from our congregation twist along with us. Drop 
an email for directions and to confirm your turn 
to twist. 



AUUC 
March
Sundays

Sunday 2 March 
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
 Abstinence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder:  

Call it Lent, call it renunciation, call it 
abstinence--the process of not-doing-stuff-
we-like-to-do has been part of spiritual 
practice in many if not all world religions. 
Rev. Dave looks at this practice from the 
perspective of our very non-abstemious faith. 

– Greeters: Peggy Thompson & Pete McQuillin
– Refreshments: Anne Thompson & Greg 

Blackman
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
• 12:00 pm New UU Small Group Ministry
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Sunday 9 March
Daylight Savings Time Begins
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
–  Speaker: Jane Dirks
 Voice Still and Small: 

Listening to the voice of God within you.
–  Greeters: Jeanne Zang & John Engberg
– Refreshments: Rebecca Davis & Sara Lickey
•  Pick up  Giant Eagle certificates

Sunday 16 March
Saint Patrick’s Day
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
– Speaker: Karen Bernard

The Universe Is a Great Adventure:



AUUC 
March

Sundays

   Many people are becoming conscious of the 
Universe as self-emergent. Karen Bernard 
will speak on evolution as the great story in 
which we all participate.

– Greeters: Hazel Leroy & Benita Campbell
– Refreshments: Ellen Kerr & Gloria Skillings
• 12:00 pm New UU Small Group Ministry
• 3:30 pm Prime Timers

Sunday 23 March
Easter Sunday
• 8:45 Pancake Breakfast 
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. Dave McFarland
 Back to Life: At our Easter intergenerational
 service (Don't forget the pre-worship 

pancake breakfast!), we'll celebrate how Jesus' 
Easter resurrection can bring us back to life! 

– Greeters: Therese Libert & Fran Quinlan
– Refreshments: no refreshments 

Sunday 30 March
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am  Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Dave Whaley & Bob Trivus
  The Human Side of Katrina: A look  at the 

human cost and sharing the experience  Bob 
& Dave made on their trip to New Orleans 
with a group of UU’s.

– Greeters: Andy Schwarz , Jennifer & Adam 
Stout

– Refreshments: Lynn Glorieux & Holly 
Stewart

• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting



March 2008 Allegheny UU Church Calendar
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New to the Ohio-Meadville District Website - 
online registration and credit card payments for 
select Ohio-Meadville events. Currently you can 
register for District Assembly, the three 
Leadership Conferences, the Curriculum Fair and 
the Junior/Senior High Our Whole Lives 
Training online. Online payment is available for 
all these events.

Donors to the Chalice Lighters and Friends of the 
OMD programs can also now make their 
donations online with credit cards. Due to a 
special non-profit program with our online credit 
card company, Google Checkout, all donations 
are transaction free for 2008, which means 100% 
of your donation goes to the district.

Visit <www.ohiomeadville.org> and click the 
link for online registration and donations to 
learn more. If you have questions about this new 
program, please contact our District 
Administrator, Beth Casebolt at 
<office@ohiomeadville.org>.

Online Registration  
Now Available 
from the OMD

Wash and rinse your clothes in cold water. 
Detergents today are made to work in cold water. 
Wash and dry only full loads. 
Run your dryer on the coolest cycle. Or better 
yet, hang clothes out to dry in the summer or dry 
on a rack indoors in the winter, if possible. If you 
want to fluff clothes up, just a few minutes in the 
dryer will do the trick.

More importantly, don’t wash your clothes until 
they are actually dirty. We Americans are in the 
habit of wearing something once, then 
automatically throwing it in the hamper. Wait 
until it’s dirty! Remove small spots by hand when 
the rest of the garment is clean.

March ECO Tip



The Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) 
annual fundraising banquet will be held Monday 
24 April 2008 at the Greentree Marriott. Cost will 
be $50/ticket. The featured speaker will be Rev Dr 
Iva E. Carruthers.

Dr. Carruthers is general secretary of the Samuel 
DeWitt Proctor Conference, a national 
interdenominational organization within the 
African American faith tradition, and founder of 
Lois House, an urban retreat center. She is an 
active member of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago and has a long history of social 
justice ministry, fostering interdenominational 
and interfaith dialogue in the United States, 
Caribbean, South America and Africa. 

Dr. Carruthers is a widely-published author 
whose work includes "The Church and 
Reparations," distributed by her denomination at 
the 2001 U.N. World Conference Against 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 
Related Intolerance. She co-edited "Blow The 
Trumpet in Zion: Global Vision And Action for 
the 21st Century Black Church" and published 15 
study guides on African American and African 
history as co-producer of an educational 
television program.

She is a professor emeritus and former chair of 
Northeastern Illinois University's Department of 
Sociology, in received the institution's 1999 Life 
Achievement Award. Her other honors include 
the Year 2000 Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 
award of the National Foundation of Women 
Legislators and the Small Business 
Administration, appointment to a White House 
Advisory Council on the Internet, a 
ComputerWorld Smithsonian Award and Ebony 
Magazine's 2001 Outstanding Mother Award for 
Mentoring. 

See Pete McQuillin for tickets.

PIIN Annual 
Fundraising 
Banquet 
Monday 24 April



Minister
Reverend David McFarland

Board of Trustees
Ed Kinley, President

Director of Religious Education
Kris Thomas

Director of Music
Kiki Barley

Finance
Ed Kinley

House
Donald Zeilman

Membership
Betty Schwarz & Lisa Carvajal

Program
Kathy Kozachenko

Religious Education
Lynn Yocum

Social Justice
Jay Poliziani

Allegheny UU Web Site
www.alleghenyuu.org

Allegheny UU YahooGroup
groups.yahoo.com/group/auuc/

Email <p_mcquillin@yahoo.com> to join the group.

The Allegheny Advocate 
is published monthly 
(except August) by 
Allegheny Unitarian 
Universalist Church.

Submissions must be 
received by the third 
Saturday  of the month 
preceding publication. 
Contributions or 
inquiries may be directed 
to Lisa Carvajal or 
Chris Stygar at 
stygarjal@comcast.net

©2008 Allegheny 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania

AUUC Contacts




