
First of all, I would like to thank Ed Kinley one 
more time for his tireless and committed leadership 
during his second tenure as Board President. I 
count myself fortunate to have been a board 
member under his supervision. His good example 
gave me confidence that I might also be able to 
head the board of this fine community. And so, 
with the good will of the rest of the board - here I 
am. Hopefully with a little help and patience 
(perhaps a lot of patience) from all, I will be able to 
competently continue the long line of AUUC board 
presidents who help keep our doors open and our 
good will flowing.

Your board has a busy year ahead addressing a host 
of issues, though not glamorous - do keep the doors 
open and the neighbors happy. A notable few are as 
follows:

- Work with Rev. Dave to further define and 
ultimately implement our shared commitment to 
full time ministry.

- Form a Personnel Committee to better serve and 
manage our dedicated staff and minister.

- Revitalize the Fundraising Committee to help us 
get more icing on our financial cake.

- Establish and maintain an official church conduit 
to the Central Northside Neighborhood Council.

- Work with the Long Range Planning Committee 
to ensure that the will of the congregation is heard 
(did you do your dots?) and acted upon.

We will keep you posted on our progress on these 
and future issues in the days ahead. As always, your 
board is here for you and our monthly meetings 
(first Mondays at 7:30 pm) are always open. Feel 
free to stop in and see the well oiled machine in 
flawless operation. 
            Chris Stygar
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June Notes from 
Rev. Dave

With my surprise Paternity Leave in May, the 
Board, Worship, Committee on Ministry, and I 
worked a little overtime. We wanted to make sure 
my summer leave didn’t result in a too-long 
interruption of my pastoral ministry at 
Allegheny. So rather than three consecutive 
months of leave, we’ll be seeing each other in all 
of the summer months. 

On June 15 join us as we welcome new members. 
The following week, on June 22, I’ll be preaching 
our special early service at 9:30 AM to get us in 
the spirit (and on time) to go downtown for the 
GLBT Liberation Parade. 

In July, I hope to see many of you at Summer 
Institute where I’ll be presenting a workshop on 
Unitarian Universalist Spiritual Practices. I’ll 
then be offering some pulpit reflections on 
Sunday, July 20. 

I’ll round the summer out on Labor Day Sunday, 
August 31, when John Engberg joins me in the 
pulpit to sing and celebrate labor songs. 

Then it’s the first Sunday in September for Water 
Communion and Ingathering—as well as our 
first Steeler Sunday of the season! 

Besides Sundays, I hope to see you at other 
Allegheny social and justice events around the 
‘Burgh this summer: Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact 
Network’s Holy Ground campaign stops, Central 
North Side Neighborhood Council events, 
church picnic, Jefferson Rec Center programs, 
Children’s Garden, Kids days at the ball park, 
and, of course, stoop sitting. And as always, I or 
the Rev. Renee Waun will be available for 
pastoral emergencies. 

So here’s to a spirited summer! 

Blessings, 



Immediately following the service on Sunday 8 
June will be our summer church picnic  in North 
Park. It is a picnic pot luck with lots of good 
food, conversation, sport (?) and fun for all ages.

Maps will be available.

Please check the sign-up list to see what you can 
bring or how you can help out.

AUUC Annual 
Church Picnic 
Sunday 8 June

Our annual Flower Communion service is on 
Sunday 8 June. Please bring in a flower (or two) - 
you'll get a different one to take home with you.

Flower 
Communion 
Service

GLBT Pride WeekAllegheny will sponsor several events marking the 
final day of GLBT Pride Week on Sunday 22 
June. We'll start with an 8 am pancake breakfast 
followed by a 9:30 am service with Rev Dave 
speaking on "GLBT Liberation". Following the 
service we will offer bus transportation to the 
march start downtown near PNC's Firstside 
Center (a small fee will be collected to defray the 
bus rental cost). The PrideMarch will begin at 
noon followed by Pridefest on Liberty Ave 
downtown from 1 - 6 pm. Everyone is invited to 
march with us and show our support for the 
Pittsburgh GLBT community! For more 
information contact Mark Tomlinson.
All those who are marching are invited to wear 
their blue "Pittsburgh Unitarian Universalist" t-
shirts. If you need a t-shirt you can contact DZ or 
Cameron to place an order.



Join the Racial Justice Ministry at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center on the first and second 
Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 -7:00pm for a 
wide range of projects with the kids at the Center. 
In April and May we had several folks from the 
church participate and they had great fun! 
Projects for the summer include a photo 
workshop for the kids to have photos to display 
at an upcoming community event and making 
Father’s Day cards. We would love volunteers 
from the congregation to come along with us – 
send an email to Jay Poliziani          
<poliziani@goodwillpitt.org> or Kim Winbush 
<k.winbush@att.net> for directions and/or any 
questions. We can’t wait to see you there!

Tuesdays at the 
Jefferson 

Recreation Center

The Racial Justice Ministry is involved in several 
projects this summer with the aim of promoting 
racial understanding and equality in our 
community. On Friday 6 July at 7:30pm, we are 
sponsoring a showing of the second installment 
of Chris Ivey’s wonderful documentary, “East of 
Liberty” here at Allegheny UU. This 
groundbreaking film documents how the changes 
that are continuing to happen in Pittsburgh’s 
East Liberty neighborhood – new development, 
rising housing prices, and the tearing down of the 
old high-rise apartments – are affecting its long-
time residents . Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased at the door. 

Also, there will be a Racial Justice service at 
AUUC on Sunday 13 July that will focus on the 
work we have done with the Jefferson Recreation 
Center (see below for more details). Join us at 
one of our upcoming meetings to help us achieve 
our goals! We meet the third Thursday of every 
month from 6:30-8pm in the Emerson Room at 
the church. Our next meetings will be on June 
19th and July 17th.  

Racial Justice



There are lots of good reasons to pick up the 
litter around your house or business, or on your 
daily walk in your neighborhood or park:

·  Having neat and clean surroundings makes 
people feel better and behave more appropriately.

·  Picking up litter keeps garbage from being 
washed into the sewers during a heavy rain. 
(Since Allegheny County has a very old sewer 
system, litter can go directly into our rivers.)

·  Littered plastic bottles and aluminum cans can 
be recycled instead of  taking up space in a 
landfill.

·  When someone sees you picking up litter, she 
tends to think twice before throwing a wrapper 
on the ground.

·  Picking up litter is good exercise.

June ECO Tip

There is a new schedule for purchasing Giant 
Eagle cards.  Starting this month, orders and 
changes in standing orders will be taken on the 
last Sunday of each month.  Giant Eagle cards 
will be delivered on the first Sunday of the next 
month.  The upcoming dates are June 29 for 
orders and July 6 for delivery.   As always, your 
purchase results in a 5% contribution to the 
Church by Giant Eagle.  Please see Betty Schwarz 
with questions or to place an order.  

Giant Eagle Gift 
Cards



Earlier this year, the homelessness task force at 
Allegheny was brainstorming ideas for a project 
we could do for our neighbors without the 
comforts of a home.  Willie Dawson suggested 
that we make sandwiches for Operation Save A 
Life, an outreach program under the Allegheny 
County Community Human Services umbrella.  
On Tuesdays & Wednesdays, a small band of 
people venture out to make connections with the 
homeless on the North Side (Tuesdays) and 
Downtown (Wednesdays) and provide a lunch 
bag, clean socks and toiletries.  The goal is to 
establish relationships with the homeless, and 
help provide them with services they may need, 
and ultimately, get them into housing.  
Sometimes it succeeds but it is a long process.

This past Thursday, before Shelter Meal, we all 
met in Founders' Hall  - 16 people came, some 
who are members of the community, not just the 
church, and we decided to start making 
sandwiches right away.  We will meet this 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. and make our first batch.  We 
will iron out any wrinkles in the process the first 
few weeks, and will provide a sign up sheet for 
anyone who wants to volunteer throughout the 
month.  It isn't something one must commit to 
every week - we just need a small group of people 
(4-6 per week or so) to help out.

We also need men's white socks - new and over 
the calf - to hand out on our rounds.  Please 
contact Jennifer Russell at 412-901-8026 or  
<jenniferalanerussell@gmail.com> to find out 
more information.

Operation Save A 
Life at AUUC



AUUC 
June
Sundays

Sunday 1 June
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: AUUC Choir

The Power of Song 
The Annual AUUC Music Service will be 
presented by the Choir, the children, some of 
our instrumentalists and Kiki Barley.  Please 
join us to sing together and celebrate the role 
of music in worship.

– Greeters: Darrin Tidrick & Greg Blackman
– Refreshments: Pat Downey & John Engberg
• Pick-up Giant Eagle certificates
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting
• 6:00 pm Theologies Small Group Ministry

Sunday 8 June
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Sunday Service 
  Flower Communion & Coming of Age Service
– Speaker:  Paul Lawson
– Greeters: Khrys Myrddin & Peggy Thompson
– Refreshments:  Church Picnic at North Park
• Thanksgiving in Spring Food Drive- Bags due!

Sunday 15 June
• 10:30 am Sunday Service 

New Member Recognition Service
– Speaker: Andrew Weber 
 Reflections on "Bonk"

How the life of a bunny rabbit named "Bonk" 
can inform us to live better and fuller lives. 
This will be Andrew's last service with AUUC 
before he leaves to begin his ministerial 
internship in Texas.

– Greeters:  Hazel Leroy, Jessica Jerin & Bryan 
Vogelsang

– Refreshments: Cathy Serventi & Jill Brethauer



AUUC 
June

Sundays

• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Sunday 22 June
• 9:30 am Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. Dave McFarland

Liberation Spirit 
PrideMarch begins at noon at PNC's Firstside 
Center downtown, followed by a Pridefest 
celebration on Liberty Avenue downtown. 
Please come out to show our support for 
GLBT pride in Pittsburgh!

– Greeters: Barbara Stolarz, Tiffany & Matt 
Merriman-Preston

– Refreshments:  no refreshments
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting
• 6:00 pm Theologies Small Group Ministry

Sunday 29 June
• 10:30 am Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Stacey Waite 

And Then There Were Two
Stacey Waite is a writer, a teacher and queer 
activist who has published two collections of 
poems: Choke and Love Poem to Androgyny.  
The poetry reading and short talk will focus 
on the connections between Buddhist 
practice and Stacey's experiences as a multi-
gendered individual living in an either/or 
world.

– Greeters: Pete McQuillin & Chloe Lawson
– Refreshments: Holly Stewart & Rege Schilken
•  2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
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As a small fund raiser for Allegheny UU Church, 
on Sunday 1 June, Rege will be selling copies of 
his two novels at less than half price ($6) to 
anyone who likes to read mystery stories. He has 
rounded up about 20 each of The Oculi Incident 
and The Island off Stony Point. Allegheny UU 
Church will collect any proceeds.

Although the cover of The Oculi Incident appears 
religious, the story is not. Both books are 
suspense/mystery stories.

Years ago (many, many, many), Rege graduated 
from Saint Vincent's College in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania. He knows that geographic area 
well. Although names have been changed, the 
stories unmistakably are grounded in the Latrobe 
area: Latrobe becomes fictional Loyalten, Saint 
Vincent's becomes Saint Luke's Monastery, 
Turtle Creek becomes Tortoise Creek, 
Greensburg is Greensborough. The highways and 
roadways remain unchanged.

In The Oculi Incident, the investigation of alleged 
paranormal incidents leads to conspiracy, 
blackmail, and murder.

In The Island off Stony Point, monks and their 
tabernacle are taken hostage in order to extort 
millions from the Roman church.

They are imprisoned in a cavern inside fictional 
Phlatte Island, off Stony Point in Lake Ontario. 
Rege actually visited Stony point, a small 
promontory at the eastern end of the lake.

For more information: 
<www.regisschilkenbooks.com>

Special Book Sale!



Many, many congregations have told us they plan 
on participating in the 2008 Unitarian 
Universalist Leadership Team Institute (UULTI) 
but, for a variety of reasons, are only now ready 
to register. Therefore, the Early Registration 
discount of $30/person has been extended to 
June 6, 2008. More information about UULTI is 
available at <www.uulti.org.>

This year, due to the generosity of the First 
Unitarian Church of Cleveland, we are also 
offering two $250 UULTI scholarships to Young 
Adults (ages 18-35) in congregational leadership 
or with potential for leadership from any OMD 
congregation. 

Please send a letter of application, stating why 
you want the scholarship and how you will use 
your UULTI experience to strengthen your 
congregation to the OMD Office:  
<office@ohiomeadville.org>, by June 30.  Also 
include a letter of support from your minister or 
congregational president.

2008 Unitarian 
Universalist 
Leadership Team 
Institute

The latest Chalice Lighter Call has been 
announced. New River Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Beckley, WV, submitted a Chalice  
Lighter Grant application to ask for our help to 
increase their visibility and media outreach into 
their community.  They hope to purchase a two-
sided wayside pulpit sign with changeable 
lettering and hire a part-time media coordinator 
to write public service announcements, write 
copy for a variety of media types and liaison with 
other media, reporters and local organizations.  
This application was approved by the Resource 
Development Team and the Ohio-Meadville 
Board Executive Committee in April. If you are 
interested in learning more about this call or 
donating to this call, please visit the OMD 
website at <www.ohiomeadville.org> and click 
on Chalice Lighters.

New Chalice 
Lighter Call to 
Benefit New River 
UU Fellowship



The Pittsburgh Regional Haiti Solidarity 
Committee seeks a host family to provide room 
and board for a male and/or female student from 
Haiti’s Bank for the Organized Poor (Fonkoze) 
who has received a scholarship to study at 
Duquesne University from mid-August 2008 to 
early May 2009.  Host family provides the student 
with a room for sleeping and studying, and food 
(not necessarily prepared meals).  Fonkoze 
provides funding for transportation (monthly 
bus passes), books, medical care, and a monthly 
stipend for incidentals.  The Pittsburgh Regional 
Haiti Solidarity provides other types of support 
such as facilitation with signing up for courses 
and communication with host family, financial 
liaison with Fonkoze, providing of a cell phone, 
and social support.  The commitment from a 
host family can be for the full year or for one 
semester only.  For more information, contact 
Joyce Rothermel at 412-271-8414 or 412-780-
5118.

Need for Room and 
Board for Haitian 

Student



Skinner House Books invites you to submit 
meditations for a meditation anthology to be 
edited by Victoria Safford, author of the popular 
meditation manual Walking Toward Morning. 
The new anthology will be published in May 
2009.

Prose meditations should be between 200 and 
650 words. Poetry meditations should be no 
longer than 54 lines each. Meditations can be 
serious or funny. They should be suitable for 
both private reflection and public worship.

Your submission should include a cover letter 
and 5 or fewer complete pieces of original work. 
In your cover letter, please provide information 
on how to contact you, identify your affiliation 
with Unitarian Universalism, and provide some 
context for the writing in your sample, such as 
the purpose for which the pieces were originally 
written and the themes that interest you. If your 
work has been published, please give details.

Send your submission to:

Mary Benard, Senior Editor
Skinner House Books
25 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02108

OR email <publications @ uua.org>

Skinner House Books is accepting meditation 
submissions until July 1, 2008. Please note that all 
meditations accepted for publication will be 
edited and that authors are responsible for 
obtaining any necessary permission to use 
copyrighted material.

Thank you and we hope to hear from you!

Skinner House 
Book Invitation



Our current UUA Trustee, Pat Solomon, will end 
her second term on the  UUA board in June of 
2009. The district is now starting the process of  
finding her replacement. Trustees must be a legal 
resident and member of a certified church or 
fellowship in the district. Pat has described the 
effective District Trustee as someone who meets 
these qualifications: Someone who has a broad 
and deep understanding of Unitarian 
Universalism, with significant experience as a 
congregational leader, and district or broader UU 
leadership experience and/or participation.  Also 
knowledge of the district is important---
congregations and geography, programs and 
initiatives, strengths and opportunities, lay and 
ministerial leadership---as is a track record of 
effective group work and leadership in a variety 
of life settings.  An understanding and 
commitment to our association’s anti-racist, 
anti-oppressions, multicultural journey and 
future is essential.  Some understanding and 
experience with Policy Governance would be 
helpful. The election process of a District UUA 
Trustee is spelled out in our bylaws and requires 
that interested parties file a statement of intent 
and a letter of nomination from their 
congregational president by September 26th. If 
you are interested in this position, please visit the 
OMD website at <www.ohiomeadville.org> and 
click on "UUA Trustee" or call the district office 
to learn more.

OMD UUA Trustee 
Election Process 

Begins
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