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From Rev. Dave’

January 200¢

Desk

We’'ve just been through the rush of the dark-
denying, dark-defying holiday season. Now the
dark season is really here. I'm not much of a
New-Years-Resolution type, but | do appreciate
the slowness and coldness and, yes, even the
darkness of January. Deep winter offers the
opportunity to reflect on the year past, that in
turn offers new possibilities for the year to come.

At the Fall 2007 Social Justice Summit, ct
members discussed the possibility of creating
a Social Justice Ministry. The decisionto r
forward with this new ministry was not
unanimous. The discouraging word was: “We
tried before. It didn’t work.” So the charge
became to forge ahead, but in a different way.

This congregation has decided that by 2009,
we will provide the resources to support the
services of a full-time minister. This means
intentional growth. People realized that in
order to keep some of the benefits of a small
community while heeding this call to greater
service, we would have to do things
differently. So people worked together to
create what came to be called “Small Groups”:
opportunities for six to ten people to gather
monthly or semi-monthly with the intention

of building relationships and building our
capacity to serve. (Our first two Small Groups
will focus on “Living in the Now” and
“Theologies.” They'll start at the end of this
month.)



From Rev. Dave’
Desk
continued

From the Presiden
of the Board of
Trustees

* What we once called our Pledge Committee
has transformed itself to a ministry of
Stewardship. Rather than a “pledge” that
tends to focus omow muchwe give, our
Stewardship Committee offers an opportut
to focus orwhywe give. What could simply
be semantics has become a new way of
thinking about how we create this beloved
community of spiritual growth.

May you find new light in this season of deep

darkness.
R Dewe

Welcome to the New Year!

When | started writing this column (a year and a
half ago, do you believe it!) my intention was to
use it to help keep everyone aware of what was
occurring on the Board of Trustees (BOT) and
perhaps other occasional commentary from me.
Well, I think | have deviated from my intention,
so my New Year’s resolution is to return this
column to more of an informational format and
less commentary.

Your Board has been very active lately and has
experienced some changes. The Board of Tri
has regretfully accepted the resignations of
Barbara Stolarz and Andrew Weber from the
Board. Both Andrew and Barbara have provided
great input to the operations of the church and
Board during their time of service and will be
missed. The Board has appointed Mac McMze
and Peggy Thompson to fill these two seats until
our elections in May.

Andrew Weber will continue providing input to
the Board in another capacity. After discussion
over the last several meetings the Board



authorized at its last meeting the creation of a From the President
Governance Committee and Andrew will be of the Board of
overseeing those efforts with the participation of Trustees

other members of the Board. The Governance continued
Committee’s responsibilities, while still being

developed, will include leadership development,

nominating committee, the annual BOT retreat

and assisting in assuring that the BOT is properly

executing its duties.

| want to thank BOT member Alex West for
overseeing the recent, first ever, AUUC
Committee Fair. Everyone seems to feel it was a
great success and a chance for everyone to find
out what all those committees do and how they
could participate.

BOT member Diane McMahon has once again
been overseeing the annual Stewardship process.
If you have not met with your steward yet, you
should be contacted soon. We hope to have the
results of the campaign assessed and prepar
presentation at the Mid-Year meeting on Sunday
27 January.

The Board is finalizing the agenda for the Mid-
year meeting, but the focus will be stewardship
and the future of Allegheny, including the much
needed Long Range Plan.

On my front, | have accepted the position of
Chair of the Finance Committee. No, | am not
power hungry, it was a void that needed to be
filled and | had remained on Finance since being
voted onto the BOT so it was a somewhat logical
choice.

Hope to see you all at the Mid-Year Meeting on
Sunday 27 January 2008.

Ed Kinley



Small Groups
Arrive at
Allegheny: “Living
in the Now”,
“Theologies” and
“The New UU”

After months of good, heart-filled work,
Allegheny’s Small Groups are ready to begin.
Small Groups provide opportunities for five to
ten people to gather together to build
relationships, foster spiritual growth, and serve
through faithful action. Each Small Group
develops a way to welcome new members, stays
connected with the larger congregation, and
participates in at least yearly service projects to
benefit the congregation or the larger
community.

Small Groups meet at least monthly with trained
facilitators and each group creates and abides by
a set of ground rules. Facilitators meet regularly
with Rev. Dave for ongoing support and train

In each Small Group session, there’s a time for
centering, opening and closing readings from
Unitarian Universalist or world wisdom sources,
a focus topic or set of provocative questions, and
a “check-in” and “check-out” that allow us to
explore the spirit that we bring to the session and
the spirit that we’ll take with us as we go.

At least once a year, every Small Group offers a
service project. Service could include direct
action like providing a shelter meal at North Side
Common Ministries or cleaning Unitarian
House; or advocacy like taking a trip to City Hall
or Harrisburg and visiting our representatives
there. It's all up to the imagination and the
capabilities of the Small Group itself. Once the
groups grow to ten or more, they birth two new
groups of at least five people and one facilitator
each.

Small Groups work toward fulfilling our churcl
mission of creating community and living justly
through conscientious service. Building
relationships is what it's about and those
deepened relationships in turn enable us to b
serve the wider community.



Allegheny’s first Small Groups will be “Living in  Small Groups
the Now” co-facilitated by Pete McQuillin and  Arrive at

Fran Quinlan, “Theologies” co-facilitated by J  Allegheny: “Living
Dirks, Diane McMahon, and Mark Tomlinson,  in the Now”,

and “The New UU” especially for visitors and  “Theologies” and
recent members and facilitated by Rev. Dave. “The New UU”
Look for opportunities online and at church to  ~ontinued

join this transformative worl

Many thanks to Kim Banks, Jane Dirks, Lynne
Forges, Diane McMahon, Pete McQuillin, Tim

Nuttle, Mark Tomlinson and Rev. Dave, all of

whom got us this far. As with much of what we
do at Allegheny, Small Groups is a work in —
progress. Your eager minds, ready hands, and
open hearts will create the bright future of Small

Groups. e -y

Saturday 19 January 2008, 7:30-9:30 pm DownUnder
Coffeehouse
A night of international music with presents
Pittsburgh's best bellydance band, Ishtar, |ghtar
featuring Melissa Murphey - clarinet, Jeff
Chmielarski - bass, Mark DiFilippo - doumb
Beth DiFilippo - percussion, and Rob Metil on
Fender Strat guitar.
Ishtar plays folk songs from all over the Middl
East and Mediterranean; songs that were
popular in the bellydancing club scene during
the mid-20th century. And, who knows what
dancers might appear when the music gets ho
on a cold winter's evening?




The New Socia
Justice Ministry

Social justice at Allegheny UU Church is
important because of our values, our diverse
congregation and the positive impact we aim to
have in our community. We want to be the
church that people talk about — we want people
to say, “What are the North Side UUs going t:
next?” About 20 AUUC congregants convened
after a service in December to discuss the social
justice initiatives happening at AUUC. The ¢

of the discussion was to determine the need and
interest for a Social Justice Ministry. (Like a
committee, but without using that word!)

Current social justice work at AUUC includes:

» Eco-justice (Jeanne Zang offers individual
counseling on living a low carbon lifestyle)

» Perpetuating Welcoming Congregation status
* GLBT Pride Events (DZ and Jeanne Zang)

* Homelessness on the North Side (Carol
Schramke)

* North Side Common Ministry’s Shelter and
Food Pantry (Willie Dawson and Gloria
Skillings)

 Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN)
(Pete McQuillin)

» Peace vigils and anti-war protests (Diane
McMahon)

» Racial justice and Jefferson Recreational (
(Jay Poliziani and Kim Winbush)

e Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(John Engberg and Claire Thomas)

» Urban Disciples (Greg Dietz)

The people at the December meeting brought up
the fact that past Social Justice Ministries at
AUUC have not been sustainable. Keeping tt
mind, the group generally agreed that if the



Social Justice Ministry chose to focus on one or The New Social
two specific items, it might better serve its ~ Justice Ministry
purpose. Andrew Weber is seeking those continued
interested in being leaders of the Social Justice

Ministry. He would like your thoughts on what

the foci of the Social Justice Ministry at AUUC

should be, and how the group can be sustainable.

Email Andrew Weber if you have ideas.

| sabellaCederquis

The Racial Justice Ministry is helping to make One Kid at a Time!
positive local change working with one kid at a
time. December was filled with fun at the
Jefferson Recreation Center. We worked with the
kids to make holiday cards, picture frames,
beaded glasses and fantastic Gingerbread Hi
Both the kids and the adult volunteers had a
time! 2008 is filled with opportunities for you to
enjoy the great time with us at the Recreation
Center. Activities are scheduled for Mondays
from 5:30-7:00 pm in January and we could L
few more hands to make things happen.

Talk to Kim Winbush, Elizabeth Bashur or Jay
Poliziani. Email Jay for more info.

If you can’t make it to the center but want to t
we are currently collecting 8 x 10 plain black
frames for the kids upcoming art show and *~#*~
tee shirts, preferably large kids size or adult

or medium, for a tee shirt decorating projeci
fabric pens or sharpie markers for the tee sl {
(give donations to any of the above listed fo y \
on the table in our church’s Founders Hall, | / /
to the display for the Recreation Center). ‘




The Bookworms  The Bookworms Book Club is an informal group
Book Club  that meets on Friday evenings every other week

to hold lively discussions about books that
challenge the mind and spirit. We would love to
have more people join us in exploring The Witch
of Portobello by Paulo Coelho, the author of The
Alchemist. The first meeting will be held on
Friday 18 January at 7:00 PM in the Beleeza
coffeehouse. Here is what a reviewer from
booklist had to say about the novel:

Best-selling fabulist Coelho continues to
transform his trademark combination of
mysticism and storytelling into spellbinding
examinations of the human soul. In this
deceptively simple novel, a bereaved lover
attempts to chronicle, dissect and comprehend
the often-twisted path followed by Athena,
otherwise known as the Witch of Portobello
Road. An orphaned Romanian gypsy, adopted as
an infant by adoring Lebanese parents, Athena
recognized and struggled with the power of her
magical gifts at an early age. Spurred on by t
and passions inaccessible to most of her
contemporaries, she traipsed around Europe and
the Middle East in search of acceptance,
enlightenment and a truer path. Developing a
~ cult-like following, she became the object of a
%Qi M}Q modern-day witch hunt that seemingly
-~ culminated in tragedy. Unable to construct a
L’OQ “/w typically straightforward chronicle of her lifeyhe
D e would-be biographer relies on the divergent
recollections and reflections of the people who
knew--or thought they knew--her best. Narrated
from multiple points of view, the portrait of
Athena that emerges is as provocative and
spiritually complex as one would expect from the
author of The Alchemist (1993) and The Deuvil
and Miss Prym (2006).




Tuesday 1st New Year’s Day
Stewardship Drive Ends AU U C

+ 12:00 pm Oakland Lunch Bunch Januar)

Thursday 3rd
* 6:30 pm Girl Scout Meeting - U House Events

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 5th

» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

There are plenty of positive signs promoting
peace for anyone who wishes to join. Many
supportive passershy give encouragement to
the vigil in front of the church every Satu
Please help support this ongoing vigil; a few
minutes on a Saturday goes a long way to
promoting peace, especially if you happen to -
be in the neighborhood! _

Sunday 6 January

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice

* 10:30 am Coming of Age

* 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service

» SpeakerRev. David McFarland ‘
Bob the Magi:
On this day when, as tradition has it, the
Wise Men met the Christ Child, hear Rev.
Dave's tale of "Bob, the Fourth Magi." We'll
also be gathering Guest At Your Table k
of change for the good work of the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

» Greeters Walter & Martha Brethauer &
Carol-Jean McGreevy-Morales

» RefreshmentsPete McQuillin, Nancy
Karpinski & Tammy Taucher

* Guest at Your Table boxes collected
* Order Giant Eagle certificates




AUUC
January
Events

Monday 7th
* 7:00 pm BOT Meeting - U House (Racial
Justice & PIIN report)

* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Wednesday 9th
» 7:30 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 10th
» 7:00 pm PIIN Board Meeting

* 7:30 pm RE Committee Meeting
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 12th
* 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church

Sunday 13 January

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 9:30 am Communion Service
* 10:30 am Sunday Service

» Speaker Andrew Weber

New Moment's Resolutions

Andrew will explore the tradition of New
Year's resolutions with an eye towards
constant self-betterment.

» GreetersJan Hayden, Kathy Dahl &
Ed Kinley

* RefreshmentsKiki Barley & Lynn Glorieux

Monday 14th
* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

» 7:30 pm Program Committee Meeting

Thursday 17th
* 6:30 pm Racial Justice Meeting

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class
* 8:30 pm Shelter Meal



Saturday 19th Newsletter Deadline!
* 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church AU UC

* 7:30 pm DownUnder Coffeehousshtar Januar)
* Black and White Reunion
Events

Sunday 20 January

* 9:00 am Choir Practice

* 10:30 am Coming of Age

* 10:30 am Sunday Service

* SpeakerRev. David McFarland

Give Birth to Lovd?eace Prophet

On this Martin Luther King Jr weekend,
Rev. Dave will explore Dr. King's prophetic
voice for peace

* GreetersJohn Engberg & Paul Lawson e

* RefreshmentsJill Brethauer & Jennifer
Burke

* 3:30 pm Prime Timers

Monday 21st Martin Luther King Day
e 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Wednesday 23rd
* 7:30 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 24th
» 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Friday 25th
* Family Game Night

Saturday 26th
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 27 January

* 9:00 am Choir Practice
* 10:30 am Sunday Service

» Speakerd?aul Lawson, John Engberg &
Andrew Weber
Sports and Spirituality

» Greeters Nancy Karpinski & Tammy
Taucher and Kenny




AUUC
January/
February
Events

Sunday 27 Januarycontinued
* RefreshmentsEllen Kerr and Diane
McMahon
* 12:00 pm Mid Year Meeting

Monday 28th
* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

» 7:00 pm Executive BOT Meeting

Thursday 31st
* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class

Saturday 2nd
» 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

» Black Heritage Day

Sunday 3 February

* 9:00 am Choir Practice
* 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
* 10:30 am Coming of Age
» 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service
» SpeakerRev. David McFarland
Anger as a Spiritual Practice
*GreetersTBA
* RefreshmentsTBA
* Order Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 4th
* 7:00 pm BOT Meeting - U House
(Membership and Stewardship report)

* 7:00 pm NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Tuesday 5th
* 12:00 pm Oakland Lunch Bunch

Wednesday 6th
» 7:30 pm Choir Practice

Thursday 7rd
* 6:30 pm Girl Scout Meeting - U House

* 8:00 pm Tai Chi Class



What is the Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Unitarian

Legislative Advocacy Network? Universalist

The Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Pennsylvania
Legislative Advocacy Network (UUPLAN) is an | egislative
organization of Unitarian Universalists in Advocacy Network

Pennsylvania who are working together to
advocate for Unitarian Universalist social justice
values at the Pennsylvania state legislature in
Harrisburg.

What areas of social justice does UUPLAN focus
on? For 2007-2008, UUPLAN has chosen two
advocacy issues for our attention: (1) human
rights for the LGBT community; and (2)
accuracy, accessibility and integrity of the voting
process.

How can | get involved with UUPLAN?

There are three basic ways for individuals to get
involved with UUPLAN. First, you can become
an official member of UUPLAN. Annual dues
are just $20 per person, or $10 for students and
seniors. Dues checks can be mailed to UUPLAN
c/o Cynthia Jones, 31311 Ann’s Choice Way,
Warminster, PA 18974. Second, you can
become part of an advocacy team which focuses
on a specific legislative issue. Third, you can
become a congregational contact for UUPLA
your local congregation, informing members of
your congregation about the activities of
UUPLAN and encouraging them to get involved.

How do the members of UUPLAN coordinate their

work?The annual meeting for UUPLAN takes

place in April. All members of UUPLAN are UUPLAN
encouraged to attend this meeting. Agenda i
for the annual meeting include election of the
Board of Directors and selection of advocacy
issues for the following year.

For more detailed information, please visit
<www.uuplan.org>.



UUA Association
Sundays

Racial Justice
Ministry:

2008 Black
Heritage Month

It's a success! As of 18 December 2007, our
Association Sundays have raised approximately
$1.1 million (including the $500,000 matching
gift challenge) for national marketing, grants to
congregations for local growth and outreach
projects, and President Sinkford’s new program
in support of ministers of color.

The majority of the 630 plus participating
congregations have already held their Associ
Sunday services and sent in their contributions.
Over the next few weeks, we expect to collect an
additional $200,000 from the remaining
congregations and look forward to reporting the
final figures to you in late January.

Association Sunday 2008 will focus on the theme
of Growth in Spirit for all Unitarian
Universalists, supporting both lay theological
education and excellence in ministry. It’s not
too early to sign up to participate on 12 October
2008 by emailing <associationsunday@uua.org>

Watch for news on these upcoming Racial Ju
Ministry events in the winter of 2008: Black
Heritage month church service and a multi
church movie night hosted at our site.

Join us as we work together to seek and create
opportunities for actions in the local community
and within our congregation which lead to better
interracial understanding and which promote
racial justice, come to an upcoming Thursday
meeting:

17 January 2008

21 February 2008

20 March 2008

17 April 2008

15 May 2008

We meet at the U House on Resaca from 6:30-
8:00pm. All are welcome!



The Bylaws of the Unitarian Universalist Review of UUA
Association mandate a periodic review of the Purposes and
denomination’'s Purposes and Principles, Principles
including the seven principles that we recite each

week and the stated sources from which we draw

our traditions. The UUA's Commission on
Appraisal has invited all congregations to ast
the review by submitting comments to the
Commission by Tuesday 15 January 2008.

Ed Kinley and Jill Brethauer are leading the €
for our congregation and invite all interested
members and friends to participate in a
discussion after our service on Sunday 6 Jan
We will meet from 12:30 until 2:00 and will
follow an abbreviated version of the structured
process suggested by the Commission. ;
preparation is necessary and there is nag
homework. However, to ensure that we havVesg
sufficient handouts, please let Jill know that yoC®
plan to attend. Then, bring a brow n bag lunch
and join us to practice our principles as we
comment on them!

Did you know that the average US household NEW! Tips to Help
emits 54,600 pounds of CO2 per year? Compardkeduce Your

that with the average German output of 27,700 Carbon Footprint
pounds and only 14,600 pounds for the average

Swedish household!

A few AUUC folks with strong environmental
interests will begin offering tips in our newslette
this year.

Tip: Instead of choosing paper or plastic atth - *CLF :
grocery store, just say “No” to the bag entirely - o %k Y
If you have only a few items, tell the cashier § r;‘" \ ,"’** %

you don’t need &ag. Or better yet, take your 'f’ A _4*:3*_*“ =)
own bag(s) to the store. Giant Eagle sells re- . ?” < e =
usable bags for 99 cents. Lastly if you need a bi "= “"l' >
paper bags can be used for your trash and blue ‘%r

plastic bags can be used for city recycling. E



Allegheny UU
Church Mid-Year
Meeting Reminder

Wooster, OH
Church Honored as
UUA BreakThrougt

Congregation

The Mid-Year Meeting will be held Sunday 27
January after the church service.

On the agenda are reports from the Long
Range Planning Committee and the
Stewardship Drive. Come and hear if we
reached our goal in the Stewardship Campaign!

The UUA’'s Growth Team has chosen the

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wayne
County (UUFWC, Wooster, OH) as a 2008
BreakThrough Congregation.

This is the first continental BreakThrough
Congregation from the Ohio-Meadville District.
After receiving congratulatory phone calls from
UUA President Bill Sinkford and other UUA
staff, Rev. Elaine Strawn, UUFWC’s minister,
commented: “It's rather like The Christmas
Carol...except with angels rather than ghosts!”
UUFWC will be recognized at the 2008 General
Assembly.

UUFWC was chosen, in part, for its practice of
radical hospitality and steady growth. In the past
10 years UUFWC has grown from 64 to over 150
members. Many have commented on their
friendly web site and welcoming parking lot with
large signs marking reserved places for Sunday
Visitors. Visitors are welcomed by trained
Greeters and families with children are taken
tour of the religious education classes. The
Membership Committee hosts a number of
events designed to help long-term members and
new folks get to know one another.

The twenty-member choir serves as an
ambassador to smaller UU congregations in the
area and to community events such as the ar



community Martin Luther King, Jr. service. Wooster, OH
Their Coffeehouse events and annual Madrigal Church Honored as
Dinner are focused on outreach to the UUA BreakThrougt
community. The congregation has been Congregation
experimenting with different outreach methods continued

to the local college campus student body.

A visible sign of the congregation’s commitment
to social justice is their new building (Oct. 2005)
which meets LEEDs [Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design] highest standards. The
congregation is the first church building in the
United States to meet Gold Certified LEED
environmental standards.

The congregation has become a center for social
justice work in the region. A number of regio
social justice groups have had their start within
UUFWC. The congregation does not shy away
from controversy and has a history of publically
standing up for its Unitarian Uninversalist
values.

The congregation also practices an expanding
culture of generosity. The Board regularly
presents budgets which challenge the
congregation and its commitment to
programming, outreach and maintaining a
welcoming, hospitable congregational home.
Since its founding in 1972, the UUFWC has
consistently been a Fair Share congregation at
both the district and UUA levels.

The OMD is very proud of its first BreakThrot
Congregation. Rev. Joan Van Becelaere, OMD
District Executive, said “UUFWC may be the
BreakThrough Congregation in the OMD, but it
will not be the last!”

BethCasebo
District Administrator
Ohio Meadville District



Peer Chaplair
Training

25-27 January 2008
UU Church of Kent, OH

What's a Peer Chaplain?

Peer Chaplains are caring, understanding and
compassionate listeners. They are there to offer
one-on-one, personal care and attention to those
whose needs go beyond what the larger
conference community can provide. These are
not certified professionals, but every-day people
with a desire to serve their fellow human beings.
The chaplain is one of the most important
positions at a conference or other UU
community event because of the emotionally
supportive and spiritually nurturing role that
they play in the community as a whole.

What's this training all about?

The training for this event will be conducted by a
team of outstanding facilitators which includes
youth, adults, and experienced chaplains. The
programming is designed to teach basic skills
necessary for effective chaplaining such as active
listening and responsive awareness. In addition,
the training will cover topics such as the
chaplain’s role in the conference community and
will address issues of confidentiality and ethical
chaplain behavior. Ultimately, each participant
will be challenged to take an inward look into
their reasons for being a chaplain as they swi
find ways of enhancing their abilities to serve
others.

Who is this training for?

It is for YOUTH (ages 14-19) who want to learn
these concepts and skills, and then may possibly
act as a peer chaplain at youth conferences or
Summer Institute. ADVISORS (at least 25 years
old) who want to support youth and who also
want to learn the skills and then possibly act as
adult peer chaplains at youth cons.



This training is also being offered to YOUNG Peer Chaplain
ADULTS (18-35) who are active within the  Training
young adult community. This training is part of continued
Chrysalis certification.

The goal is a maximum of 50 people.
Participants will be chosen for leadership ability
and peer chaplaincy potential, and should come
prepared for a fun, working retreat. The
application form will be reviewed by the Ohio
Meadville District staff who will determine the
applicant’'s appropriateness to serve as a Peer
Chaplain. This is not a youth conference.

What about housing? Participants, adult and
youth, are strongly encouraged to sleep at the
church. Motels are nearby and home hospitality
can be made available for those who cannot stay
at the church. Contact the registrar for further
information. All meals during the conference

will be provided at the church. Young adults will
be housed in a separate sleeping area from youth.

Deadline for Registration is 5 January 2008t
applications will be accepted beyond that date as
space permits.

Registration for the training (which includes all
training materials, as well as food and
accommodations for the weekend) is $55.
Participants are strongly encouraged to seek
financial assistance from their congregations to
cover the costs of registration and transportation.

Questions? Contact the OMD Youth Ministry
Consultant, Erin Riffle at
<eriffle@ohiomeadville.org>



Test Your Visitors to the Finance Committee table at the
Allegheny UU  Committee Fair had the opportunity to test their
Church Financia  Financial IQ. How familiar are you with the
Q! finances of our Church? Test yourself!
The answers appear on the AUUC Contacts page
of the newsletter.

1. The Church's current fiscal year began on:

a. January 1, 2007 to coincide with the
calendar year.

b. July 1, 2007 to coincide with the UUA
fiscal year.

c. October 1, 2007 to coincide with the US
Government fiscal year.

2. In our most recently completed fiscal year,
offerings and pledge payments covered what
percentage of our expenses?

a. 66% b. 75% c. 93%

3. During fiscal year 2007, the average cost of
operating the Church for one week was:

a. $7/member
b. $10/member
c. $18/member

4. Our budgeted expenses (excluding the cost of
Giant Eagle cards and other fundraising) for
the current fiscal year are:

a. $98,875, or about $900/member
b. $108,942, or about $1,000/member
c. $121,013, or about $1,100/member




The Board of Trustees honors Volunteer of theVolunteer of the
Month Regis Schilken. Regis has recently spemilonth
many, many hours refurbishing the Unitarian

House. He has painted, repaired a wall,

removed fixtures from a dying bathroom, put

up more drywall, replaced electrical outlets

lighting apparatus, and installed new electrical
switches.

We are grateful for his tireless enthusiasm in

helping to ensure that the U House is a safe,
beautiful place for our children on Sunday
mornings.

What is Winter Institute? 8th Annual OMD
This relaxing and "schedule and stress free" Winter Institute
weekend is an intimate gathering for UU's of 15-18, February
all ages. There are frosty outdoor activities likeogog

sledding, hiking and cross country skiing. For

those that choose to stay in their slippers all

weekend, there is a beautiful lodge with its

many cozy corners and fireplaces. The poo

hot tub are truly a wintertime treat. There are

fellow UU's always ready to play board games

or to join in the community jigsaw puzzle. We

have wonderful community worship services

and great conversations. Check in Friday a

p.m.

The Salt Fork State Park is the flag ship loc
the Ohio State Park System, located near
Cambridge, Ohio. It is 2 hours from
Columbus, Cleveland or Pittsburgh. The park
has a beautiful lodge with an indoor pool, g
room with pool tables, ping pong tables and
video games, lounge and hiking trails. The
lodge is handicap accessible. Directions will be
sent with registration confirmation and can be
obtained on the Salt Fork website.



8th Annual OMD
Winter Institute
15-18, February
2008

continued

How do | attend?

MAKE A ROOM RESERVATION: Make your
room reservations directly with Salt Fork at 1-
800-AT A PARK or <www.atapark.com>. Ask
for the special Unitarian Universalist
conference rate ($95 for a room w/ 2 double
beds or 1 king, $115 for room w/ 2 double k
and a bunk bed. Note: the large rooms are
scarce, so book early if you want one). Rooms
are only being held until Tuesday 15 January
2008.

REGISTER FOR WINTER INSTITUTE: Mail
your WI registration form directly with John
Rodeheffer. Mail a check, payable to OMD-

to 1360 Dale Ford Road, Delaware OH 43015.
Conference rate covers Light Dinner on Fri
Dinners Saturday and Sunday and Brunch on
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, as well as |
Community Rooms. Registration forms can be
downloaded by going on the web to
<www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/
WinterInstitute08.pdf>.

What is the cost?

For entire weekend (Friday dinner through
Monday morning): $120 for adults; $60 for
children 6-12.

No charge for children under age 6.

If you can not attend the whole weekend you
can pay $25 plus the cost of meals you will be
attending. See Registration form for meal costs
and how to figure out your registration fee.

What if | have questions?

Contact John Rodeheffer at 740- 369- 9659 or
Amy Bruce at 412-563-0326 or email questions
to <wiregistration@ohiomeadville.org>.



Minister

Reverend David McFarland

Board of Trustees

Ed Kinley, President

Director of Religious Education
Kris Thomas

Director of Music
Kiki Barley

Finance
Ed Kinley

House
Donald Zeilman

Membership

Betty Schwarz & Lisa Carvajal

Program
Kathy Kozachenko

Religious Education
Lynn Yocum

Social Justice
Jay Poliziani

Allegheny UU Web Site
www.alleghenyuu.org
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AUUC Contacts

The Allegheny Advocate
is published monthly
(except August) by
Allegheny Unitarian
Universalist Church.

Submissions must be
received by the third
Saturday of the month
preceding publication.
Contributions or
inquiries may be directed
to Lisa Carvajal or

Chris Stygar at
stygarjal@comcast.net
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