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From Reverend 
Dave’s Desk

“All play and no work.” That’s the title of a Yahoo! 
web article that intrigued me: Is this about creating 
fulfilling work so that it feels like play? Is it about 
early retirement? Nope. The subtitles read “Holiday 
parties and endless errands can sap your 
productivity at work. 5 ways to keep focused.” 
Ho hum. Just another corporate scheme to make 
sure that the really big corporate scheme of the 
season (a.k.a. Christmas) doesn’t interfere too 
much with other corporate schemes. 

Hey, I have one way to keep focused. Stop all the 
holiday madness that makes it hard to focus on 
anything else and “sap your productivity”! 

Yet even as I write this, I realize that we still need 
somebody to arrange for the tree in the sanctuary 
for our pre-Christmas All-Family Sunday Service; 
and I just wrote an e-mail asking whether anybody 
from our Program Committee had put in a notice 
about the Christmas Eve Candlelight Celebration 
into the newsletter; and Jayden hasn’t learned to 
say “I want” yet. 

I’m no Grinch. (I already have Christmas music 
ringing through the house.) But I do wish the 
holidays were a lot simpler. That’s why I love 
Allegheny’s Christmas Eve gathering and our New 
Years Meditation. Singing. Sharing. Chilling 
together. What I remember from holidays past are 
not the extravaganzas. They’re the little things: 
being with family and friends, baking cookies 
together, taking walks in the cold. 

It’s not too late to end the madness before it gets 
any further. Here’s to holidays filled with nothing 
but what connects us to the spirit of the season: 
family, childhood, love, and a little bit of hope for 
peace on Earth. 

           Holiday blessings,  



Happy Holidays to All!

Well, it’s here, the holiday season and the end of 
another year. Not to be sad about the end of the 
year though, for it also brings the beginning of a 
new year with new opportunities!

Willie and I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you all a joyful season, and may the 
holidays you choose to observe bless you with 
happiness and a sense of peace. We both can not 
thank you all enough for your great work and 
assistance this year.

So many of you have assisted Willie throughout 
the year with the shelter meal and have allowed 
us to continue this important outreach effort of 
ours. What a sight last week to see Gloria, Jill and 
Meghan serving the men seconds at the tables 
without even thinking about the care they were 
showing. It was obvious their efforts truly were 
coming from their hearts.

For me, the members of the Board and Finance 
Committee have truly made me grateful for their 
efforts and presence. I have never worked with a 
more dedicated and hardworking people than 
these two groups are made of. 

The Program Committee and Rev. Dave have 
blessed us all with a year of services running the 
gamut from joyful celebrations through spiritual 
moments and challenging thoughts. And the 
music! Any of you who have sat near me in a pew 
know I am as tone deaf as they come, but I truly 
enjoy our musical efforts and am often impressed 
by what we accomplish!

I don’t have time to mention all of the others that 
are in my thoughts this holiday season, but please 
know I think of you all and truly appreciate your 
efforts at Allegheny and your presence in my life.

From the President 
of the Board



A final closing note, I had an opportunity the 
other night to speak with Michael Glass and Al 
the night monitor at the Pleasant Valley Shelter. 
Little Allegheny continues to impress them with 
our efforts on their behalf and with the sincerity 
and true sense of caring with which we deliver 
those efforts. There is an area we could assist in. 
As the cold weather begins to occur, they are 
reporting having men coming to the door 
frequently looking for cold weather wear such as 
hats, gloves, scarves, coats and thermal 
underwear. If you can donate any of these items 
to the shelter it would be greatly appreciated. 

“A glorious, joyful, and fulfilling holiday season to 
all!”

Ed Kinley & Willie Dawson

From the President 
of the Board
continued

Have a great idea and don't know who to talk to 
about it?   Interested in doing something to help 
the church out, but not able to make a long-term, 
ongoing commitment?  Wondering how the 
church works and what these Committees that 
people keep talking about are anyway?  Come to 
the Committee Fair on Sunday 2 December  
during coffee hour.  There will be answers to 
these and other questions, not to mention good 
food and prizes.  See you there!  

Committee Fair



Sing Your Heart 
Out!

AUUC RE currently offers Sunday morning 
programming for children and youth from 
preschool through high school graduation.  

Our preschool program is simply supervised play 
for children around ages two through five.  This 
group is included when appropriate with the 
special events held with the older children, like 
Winter Faire and other special celebration 
programming.  

The programming for the age group 
approximately five through twelve is fashioned 
after the Workshop Rotation Model.  This style 
of “Sunday School” programming was first 
developed by the Presbyterian Church and is 
designed to facilitate a variety of learning styles, 
moving away from the “traditional” classroom 
style learning to keep children engaged and 
interested in their Sunday school “lessons”.  

Programming for youth ages 13 through high 
school varies each year depending on the 
particular groups being served.  This group is 
generally offered a Coming of Age program, Our 
Whole Lives, and includes  participation in Youth 
Group.  More detail on Youth Programming will 
appear in a future issue.

Ever wonder what’s 
happening in the 
U-House Sunday 

mornings?

Join us for a night of caroling and community 
(along with some hot chocolate and cookies 
thrown in) on Thursday 20 December at 7 p.m. 
We will meet at the Unitarian House next to the 
church and then proceed to wander the Mexican 
War Streets with our good cheer. 

Call Kim Winbush with any questions.



The WoRM Program at AUUC runs for a five 
year cycle.  It is based entirely on the UU 
Principles and Sources (living tradition).  Year 
one is UU Principles;  year two is UU History and 
Famous UU’s; year three is Teachings of the 
Prophets – Jesus, Mohamed and Buddha;  year 
four is Humanism and Earth Based Religions ; 
and, year five is Stories from the Old Testament.

Each WoRM cycle year is divided into seven 
topics.  For example in year one – UU Principles – 
each principle is a topic.  Each topic is taught in 
three different ways or workshops.  Ideally, each 
child will attend three workshops, presenting the 
same idea using three different methods.  We 
believe that this best accommodates multiple 
learning styles.  This also allows for repetition of 
information in a way that doesn’t become boring 
to the students.   We’ve found that this method 
sometimes generates excitement and anticipation 
for the future workshops.  The kids like seeing 
what the other groups have done and knowing 
that they’ll get an opportunity to do the same 
thing.

The three workshop types used at AUUC are: 
Drama & Games; Arts & Crafts, and Music & 
Video.  Each Sunday, the WoRM group attends a 
brief children’s service, which includes a story 
about and a short discussion of the day’s topic.  
Then, the children attend one of the workshops 
with their assigned group.

One Sunday per month, the WoRM group 
attends the early part of the main worship service 
in the church.  At this service, the minister tells or 
reads the topic story and leads a short discussion 
on it.  This helps keep the general congregation 
aware of what the children are learning.  Our 
WoRM year includes monthly Intergenerational 
Services or a group celebration of holidays 

Ever wonder what’s 
happening in the 
U-House Sunday 
mornings?
continued



Our annual New Year’s Eve festivities begin at 8 
o’clock in the evening on Monday 31 December 
with our Open House. Bring some food or drink 
to share, and join us for poetry, readings and 
fellowship. The Meditation Service begins at 
11:00, and finishes in time to gather on the 
church steps at midnight to ring in the New Year.

New Year’s Eve 
Celebration 

& Service

If your answer is “Good”, then become part of 
our communications effort. 

We are looking to gather a small group of people 
willing to change the service announcement 
board on the front of the church. John Engberg 
has graciously been doing it for some time now, 
but could use some assistance. We would like to 
see the sign changed every Sunday after service, 
so those passing by have early notice of the 
service to come. It only takes a few minutes and 
John is willing to demonstrate how to do it. A 
small group of three or four people willing to 
make sure it gets done every Sunday would be all 
we need. 

If interested, let John Engberg or Ed Kinley 
know. 

How's Your 
Spelling? 

Ever wonder what’s 
happening in the 
U-House Sunday 

mornings?
continued

Workshop Leaders are always needed.  Leaders 
will be provided with materials and a lesson 
outline.  Experienced teachers sometimes provide 
an alternate lesson plan based on the workshop 
subject.  If you’re interested in learning more 
about our RE program or volunteering to serve as 
a Workshop Leader, please see Kris Thomas, 
Director of Religious Education, or Lynn Yocum, 
RE Committee Chair.



Dear Allegheny UU Members and Friends,

This year your financial commitment form is 
needed more then ever before! Based on current 
projections, we are anticipating a $20,000 budget 
shortfall this year.

Your financial commitment to the church helps 
us anticipate and plan church programs, salaries 
and utility payments, for the budget in the 
coming fiscal year (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009).

You will receive a financial commitment form 
during a stewardship visit, in the mail, or you can 
download it online from our web site 
<www.alleghenyuu.org>. If you need help in this 
effort please contact Diane McMahon.

Please complete your form and return to the 
Stewardship Box in the back of the church before 
Sunday 30 December 2007 - at the very latest.  
If we do not have it by that time, we will be giving 
you a call.

Thanks for supporting your beloved community!

Diane McMahon
Stewardship Committee

A Stewardship 
Message.....

Youth Power!Miss Angelina Winbush, one of our youth in the 
RE program, made a  donation of $185 to the 
church. She raised the money when she ran in 
Pittsburgh’s Great Race earlier this year. 

Way to go Angelina!



Don't miss the Winter Solstice Concert with 
Brenda Jean Searcy & Davy Sturtevant on 
Saturday 15 December from 7:30-9:30 on 
Pittsburgh's North Side. The DownUnder 
Coffeehouse is pleased to welcome two well-
known area Unitarian Universalist performers, 
Brenda Jean Searcy from Smithton and Davy 
Sturtevant from Erie.  You might also know of 
Davy as former member of  the acclaimed 
Pennsylvania-based folk duo Armor & 
Sturtevant.  Brenda Jean and Davy will perform 
an evening of folk, country and blues, both 
together and separately, for our annual 
coffeehouse celebration of the holiday and 
solistice seasons. 

The DownUnder Coffeehouse is open the third 
Saturday of each month in the basement of 
Allegheny Unitarian Universalist Church,  416 
West North Ave, North Side.  Seasonal desserts 
and warm beverages will be available.  Suggested 
donation is $5. Call 412-322-4261 or go to 
<www.alleghenyuu.org> for more details. 

DownUnder 
CoffeeHouse

Then consider joining the Carnegie Museums of 
Art and Natural History as they present:
"Re-Union: The World's Largest Wedding Vow 
Renewal" 

Date: February 10, 2008 
Registration: 6-7 pm 
Ceremony: 7:30 pm
Officiant: Mayor Luke Ravenstahl 
Cost: $30/couple (drink, cake &gift bags)

All couples are welcome! 

Couples may register online at 
<http://members.carnegiemuseums.org/
vowrenewal>.

Want to be in the 
Guinness World 

Record Book?



AUUC 
December
Events

Saturday 1 December
•  11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church
   There are plenty of positive signs promoting 

peace for anyone who wishes to join. Many 
supportive passersby give encouragement to 
the vigil in front of the church every Saturday. 
Please help support this ongoing vigil; a few 
minutes on a Saturday goes a long way to 
promoting peace, especially if you happen to 
be in the neighborhood!

Sunday 2 December
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
 Be the Light You Seek: 

Join us as Rev. Dave explores the Hanukkah 
tradition as one of the  many celebrations of 
light as we enter dark winter. 

– Greeters: TBA 
– Refreshments: Jane Dirks & Greg Blackman
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 3rd 
•  7:00 pm  BOT Meeting: Music and 

Program Report - U House 
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting  - Founders Hall     

Tuesday 4th  Hanukkah
•  12:00 pm  Oakland Lunch Bunch     

Thursday 6th Hanukkah
•  6:30 pm  Girl Scout Meeting - U House
•  8:00 pm  Tai Chi Class   

Saturday 8th  Hanukkah
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church



AUUC 
December

Events

Sunday 9 December Hanukkah
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Sunday  Service 
– Speaker: TBA
– Greeters: TBA
– Refreshments: John Engberg & Rebecca 

Davis
•  Pick up Giant Eagle certificates

Monday 10th  Hanukkah
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting - Founders Hall
•  7:30 pm  Program Committee Meeting

Thursday 13th 
•  7:00 pm  PIIN Board Meeting
•  7:30 pm  RE Committee Meeting
•  8:00 pm  Tai Chi Class

 Saturday 15th  Newsletter Deadline!    
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church 
• 7:30 pm  DownUnder Coffeehouse  Winter 

Solstice Concert with Brenda Jean Searcy & 
Davy Sturtevant



AUUC
December
Events

Sunday 16 December
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
– Speaker:  Alicia Fronczek 

The Simple Gift of Thanks: Winter Solstice 
  A celebration of the Winter Solstice, where we 
will connect to the cycle of nature, reflect on 
the darkest night of the year, and find the 
light within ourselves. 

–  Greeters: TBA
–  Refreshments: Ellen Kerr & Kathy Graham

Monday 17th 
•  7:00 pm  NA Meeting - Founders Hall

Thursday 20th 
•  7:00 pm  Caroling - U House
•  8:00 pm Tai Chi Class    
•  8:30 pm Shelter Meal   

Saturday 22nd
• 11:00 am Peace Vigil - in front of church
• Christmas Tree Set-up

Sunday 23 December
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am No RE today
• 10:30 am Sunday Intergenerational Service
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland

Give Birth to Love: 
A Christmas celebration for the entire family. 
Rev. Dave will be  leading us in the songs and 
stories to celebrate Jesus' message of love. 

– Greeters: TBA
– Refreshments: Jill Brethauer & Paul Lawson



AUUC
December 
Events

Monday 24th Christmas Eve
• 7:00 pm Candle Light Service

Tuesday 25th Christmas Day

Thursday 26th 
•  8:00 pm Tai Chi Class 

Saturday 29th
•  11:00 am Peace Vigil in front of church

Sunday 30 December
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• No RE
• 10:30 am Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Linda Deafenbaugh

The Web of Interconnection of Which 
We are a Part:
Neurobiological connections link minds, 
creating both knowledge and community.  
Linda will share some of the insights she has 
gained from her explorations in this area and 
reflect upon developing the practice of 
connecting to each other.

– Greeters: This could be You! 
– Refreshments: Betty Schwarz & YOU?!

Monday 31st  New Year’s Eve

•  8:00 pm New Year’s Eve Service
•  11:00 pm Meditation Service



We are all so busy. Some of us don't feel like 
there is anything we can do to insure that our 
freedoms and democracy survives.

However, some of us believe that one can at least 
make a presence and let the larger community 
know how we feel about the war in Iraq. 

So, Sunday 2 December  after church, there will 
be an opportunity to make a sign or use one 
already made and join the special vigil out in 
front of the church with others for a few minutes.

Please take advantage of this opportunity. We are 
sure that you will feel better.

Lisa Carvajal, John Engberg (and Ella), Gregg 
Dietz, Lynn Glorieux, Diane McMahon, Rev Dave 
McFarland, John Meikle, Andy Schwarz, Betty 
Schwarz, Jane Schwarz  and Rick Smith.

Join us in a PEACE 
VIGIL!

Interim Director of Religious Education needed 
at Unitarian Universalist Church of the South 
Hills, Mt. Lebanon PA.   Part-time position 
(25 hours) for children and youth RE program.   
Congregation is midsize congregation with an 
average RE and youth attendance of about 75 
children/youth per week.   Please email or mail 
your resume to <RESearchCom@sunnyhill.org> 
or 1240 Washington Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228.      
If you have any questions about the position 
please email us.   No phone calls please. 

Interim Director of 
Religious 
Education needed 

No tree is complete without a beautiful carved 
wooden ornament depicting our very own 
church building and commemorating our 
centennial celebration.  Indeed, why stop at one?  
These make wonderful gifts and stocking stuffers.  
The cost is $25, all of which goes to the church.  
Please see Alex West to get yours.  

AUUC Holiday 
Ornaments



Join the Sicko-Cure 
Road Show

One of our social justice issues that we engage in, 
especially through our work with the Pittsburgh 
Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN), is working to 
bring health to the US health-care system. Please 
consider participating in this timely event

The Sicko-Cure Road Show is heading for New 
Orleans across the South and through Pittsburgh 
on Friday 14 December. 

Co-sponsored by Healthcare-NOW, the 
Physicians for a National Health Program and 
the California Nurses Association.

There will be activities at the City-County 
Building Downtown, from 11am to 5pm. Come 
one, come all!    

Sen. Jim Ferlo, lead sponsor of PA Senate Bill 300 
is taking the lead in planning for the December 
14th  event.

Go to <www.healthcare-now.org> for more 
information.

The kids at the Jefferson Recreation Center have 
been working on some fantastic art projects for 
the past few months! Beleza Coffee House will be 
the host site for the kid’s first art show. Once the 
date is confirmed we will let you know. Until 
then the kids need some frames to make their 
work look more spectacular then it is already. To 
maintain a professional look they are requesting 
some simple 8 x 10 black plastic frames with 
glass. You can find them at your local Dollar 
Store for – you guessed it, $1. 
You can give the frames to either Kim Winbush 
or Jay Poliziani or leave them near the Jefferson 
Recreation Center display in the Church Social 
Hall.

Picture this…



The kids over at YMWAHA, Young Men’s and 
Women’s African Heritage Association, have 
invited the AUUC congregation to lead this years 
Faith Night Service for Kwanzaa. The AUUC 
Racial Justice Ministry will coordinate the actual 
service and the AUUC congregation will lead the 
way. We want to fill the place with joyful song, 
spirited activities and soul pleasing food. Plan to 
join us on Saturday 29 December  at YMWAHA, 
1205 Boyle Street from 4-7pm- and please bring 
something wonderful to eat (hopefully enough to 
share with about 12 other folks). Even if you 
cannot make it to the service you can still help by 
bringing some food for us to share with the folks 
in our neighborhood! We are asking our 
congregation to provide side dishes, salads and 
desserts- lets show our neighbors how much we 
care! Watch for sign up sheets at social hour after 
church. 

Kwanzaa Faith 
Night Celebration

The AUUC Racial Justice Ministry, RJM, is 
looking for a few (or preferably many) good 
persons who have a desire to make a lasting 
change in race relations here on the North Side. 
Join us at our next meeting on Thursday 20 
December from 6:30-8pm in the Unitarian 
House on Resaca Place. Come learn about our 
Candle Light Vigil against gun violence, Kwanzaa 
Faith Service, Multi Church Movie Night, 
Intergenerational Arts activities at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center and much more. Be a part of 
the change! 
Email Jay for more details.

Make Change 
in Our 
Neighborhood!



Dear Friends,

As many of you have probably heard, the 
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) has 
launched a national marketing campaign 
promoting Unitarian Universalism in Time 
Magazine.  The first issue with our ads hit the 
stands October 5, and more will follow soon.  
Please see the links below for more information 
on the ads, on how your congregation can 
prepare to welcome visitors, and more.

Your congregation has hopefully received copies 
of the new Unitarian Universalist (UU) DVD 
“Voices of a Liberal Faith.”  In addition to the 
physical DVD mailed to your congregation, this 
video is available to download on the UUA 
website and can also be viewed on the video 
sharing site <www.YouTube.com>.  

I will be handing this mailing over to my new co-
worker, Daisy Kincaid, next month, so this is my 
final letter to you all.  Best of luck to all of you in 
your continuing work for our faith!

In Faith,
Erika Nonken
Public Information Assistant

<www.uua.org>

'Voices of a Liberal 
Faith' 

There is something innate to human nature, 
something basic to our civilized sensibility that 
recognizes certain distinctions of worth in reality. 
And the name we have traditionally given to the 
highest of these is “the holy” or “the sacred.”

I am suggesting that there is a part of human 
experience that evokes an attitude of reverence, 
awe, and ultimate respect, a category of 
transcendence.

What is sacred?
The relationship of 

all living things.
l 



My own concept of the sacred these days is less 
concerned with divine mysteries and Latin 
definitions than with a simple recognition of the 
relatedness of all life and our place within the 
web of existence. For me, the sacred is that which 
binds us to all other living things and to the Earth 
which is our home. 

Even if no divinity exists, for me the relationship 
of all living things, each to the other and to the 
world which sustains us, is sacred. Whatever 
violates that relation violates the sacred. 
Whatever nourishes that relation increases it. 
Whatever calls us to an appreciation of that 
relation, calls us to holiness, invites us to the 
sacred.

Finally, this may be the truth of the matter: The 
things that are holy and sacred in this life are 
neither stored away on mountaintops nor locked 
away in arcane secrets of the saints. I doubt that 
any church has a monopoly on them either. 
What holiness there is in this world resides in the 
ordinary bonds between us and in whatever 
bonds we manage to create between ourselves 
and the divine. 

We act as agents of the sacred by our choice to 
view this world in a religious way. We are co-
creators and preservers of God’s beauty in the 
world, in our art, in our science, in our service to 
high ideals, and not least in our devotion to the 
good and the just.

By Patrick O'Neill 
Winter 2007

Reprinted from a new pamphlet, 
Unitarian Universalist Views of the Sacred, © 2007 
Unitarian Universalist Association

What is sacred?
The relationship of 
all living things.
continued 



2, 9, 16, 23
Sundays of Advent - Christian 

5-12 
Hanukkah  - Jewish 

6 
Saint Nicholas Day - Christian 

8 
Bodhi Day (Rohatsu) - Buddhist 
Immaculate Conception - Catholic Christian 

12 
Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe - Catholic 
Christian 

16 
Posadas Navidenas begins - Christian 

18 
Hajj begins - Islam 

20  
Eid al Adha  - Islam 

21 
St. Thomas Day - Christian 

22  Winter Solstice 
Yule - Christian 
Yule - Wicca/Neo Pagan northern hemisphere 
Litha - Wicca/Neo Pagan southern hemisphere 

25
Christmas - Christian 
Feast of the Nativity - Orthodox Christian 

26 
Zarathosht Diso - Zoroastrian 
St Stephen's Day - Christian 

28 
Holy Innocents - Christian 

30 
Feast of the Holy Family - Catholic Christian 

31 
Watch Night - Christian 

December
Interfaith
Calendar 
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