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“Thank God It’s Spring!” wasn’t just a cleverly, if 
irreverently named first-day-of-spring church 
fundraiser. (Successful church fund raiser at that, 
thanks to Tim Nuttle and all involved!) It’s a 
prayer. It’s an affirmation. And this year, it was a 
great big sigh of relief. 

Personally, I love winter. I loved this winter, and 
even winced when I saw the drips coming from 
that last grime- and slime-covered pile of snow 
along the sidewalk. But I love all the seasons and 
am try to be ready when they come. Now it’s time 
for spring. 

Being part of a worshipping community that pays 
attention to, and seeks the good in all life, we are 
called to be enriched by every season. So too with 
every season of our lives. Our physical lives. Our 
spiritual lives. Our emotional lives. Our church 
lives. It’s not that it’s easy. That’s why we do it in 
community. It’s our calling. 

The 100 year old walls and pews and floorboards 
(and roof, let’s not forget the roof) of our 
sanctuary have seen many seasons. The church 
remains because of little and big, individual and 
group decisions all along the way. And it’s 
because of one perpetual choice: to live deeply 
and wholly into every season. Our lives, the life of 
this neighborhood, maybe life itself have all been 
made richer for it. 
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From 
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Desk



The Membership Committee invites everyone to 
join us for our annual Easter Sunday Pancake 
Breakfast from 8:30 to 9:30 am on April 4th. 

Chef Charlie Snowden will be flipping his famous 
pancakes (blueberry, buttermilk, corn, 
buckwheat….) that morning so this is an event 
you do not want to miss.  Feel free to bring 
friends and family. There is a sign up sheet in 
Founder’s Hall if you can help with breakfast 
items and cleanup.

Easter Sunday 
Pancake Breakfast

We are trying to live up to our 4th and 5th UU 
principles in the development of Allegheny UU 
Church’s new mission and vision statements. 
We decided that part of the church community 
may “reside” in the electronic world and thus to 
gather more feedback, we are turning to you to 
see if we can illicit some additional reactions and 
comments to the “World Café.” The café is now 
closed in Founders Hall, but we are going to open 
it up in cyberspace until April 2nd . If you have 
already posted your comments and/or reactions 
while the café was open in Founders Hall, please 
do not duplicate them here. But, if you have 
additional comments to add, please feel free to 
express yourself. Your thoughts and ideas should 
be emailed to the church at 
<auuchurch@yahoo.com>. 

Please place an identifier in the subject line, such 
as “AUUC mission statement” so the e-mail will 
get in the workgroup’s hands. Remember the 
deadline for comments will be April 2nd, we will 
not be accepting any entries after that.

World Café at
Allegheny UU 

Church



Pittsburgh 
Interfaith 
Impact 
Network 
Banquet

The Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network will be 
holding its annual Banquet on Sunday 11 April  
at 4 pm at the Omni William Penn in downtown 
Pittsburgh.
The keynote speaker will be Allen Kukovich, 
Director of Power of 32.
The banquet is PIIN's major fundraiser for the 
year. Allegheny UU is a member of PIIN and we 
need everyone's support.
If we can organize for a table of 10, the cost per 
person will be $45 instead of $50. Please let Diane 
McMahon or Lynn Glorieux know if you can 
attend.
You can reach Diane at Lynn if you’re interested. 

Several times throughout the year the 
Membership Committee sponsors "What We Are 
About", an information session for newcomers to 
Allegheny Unitarian Universalist Church.  The 
next is scheduled for Sunday 11 April following 
the fellowship hour at approximately 12:00 pm in 
the Emerson Room. 

This session will provide a brief history of 
Allegheny and information about becoming 
More involved in this congregation. Whether you 
have only visited once or twice or have been 
coming regularly for the last six months, please 
join us for this discussion. Childcare will be 
provided.

 What We’re About



Shelter Meal

Jefferson 
Recreation

Center 

Each month our congregation helps to prepare 
and serve an evening meal at the Pleasant Valley 
Shelter. The men love the meal but they have 
some other basic needs that the shelter has 
trouble meeting. If you can help by purchasing 
men's tube socks and/or underwear to donate, 
they would very much appreciate it. There is not 
a budget at the shelter for those items but there is 
a need. There is a basket in our church hall where 
you can drop off the socks and underwear 
(boxers or briefs, sizes 34-44 are most needed). 

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month a team dedicated volunteers from 
Allegheny UU Church treks up the hill to the 
Jefferson Recreation Center to share their arts 
and crafts skills with the kids. Recently we made 
hand painted T-shirts, decoupage treasure boxes, 
and we celebrated the beginning of spring by 
making bird feeders out of ice cream cones. Its 
always great fun and the kids really seem to look 
forward to the chance to try new activities and to 
meet new folks. We need some new folks for the 
kids to meet! Want to help out one Tuesday from 
6-7pm? It’s quick, easy and a fun way to get to 
know the kids in the church neighborhood. 
Email Kim if you’re interested. 

The Racial Justice Ministry is continuing to work 
for ideas for new ways to help promote racial 
justice on the North Side. Join us to help us 
achieve our goals! Please email Jay Poliziani or 
Liz Dell. 

Racial Justice



Knitters, Crocheters and Handiwork lovers of all 
kinds, Unite!
We welcome you, one and all, to join us on the 
third Sunday of each month, at 9 am or so, at the 
U House, on Resaca, right around the corner 
from the church. We talk and work on our 
projects together, wrapping it up around 10:15, 
when it's almost time for the church service to 
start. 
You don't have to sign up ahead of time. We send 
out an email toward the middle of each month to 
confirm our Knitting Circle date for that month, 
just in case we have to modify the usual schedule. 
If you have any questions, you can contact Lynn 
Glorieux.

We will be glad to see you!

Allegheny UU
Knitting Circle

For those of you who are not familiar with this 
activity, every Tuesday evening a group of volun-
teers will get together in Founders Hall to make 
up bags with sandwiches, snacks and drinks that 
the people of Operation Save-a-Life will take with 
them on their outreach walks to the homeless 
population on the North Side and Downtown. 
We have been doing this for almost two years and 
it is a simple and direct way to help Operation 
Save-a-Life in their mission to get people into 
permanent housing. 

If you are interested in joining us, please let Liz 
Dell know, or just show up on Tuesday at 6:15! 

In the warmer months we tend to make more 
sandwich bags so we need helpers!

Sandwich Making 
at Allegheny UU



Did you know that you can simplify your life and 
speed the cash flow to the church by having your 
pledge payments automatically deducted from 
your checking account and deposited into the 
church's account?  All you have to do is complete 
a simple enrollment form and return a hard copy 
of the form to Kathy Graham, along with a 
voided check.  
To minimize transaction costs, monthly 
withdrawals are recommended, on the 1st or 15th 
of the month.  With a 2-week notice, you can 
change or discontinue the amount at any time.  
Go to <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/auuc/files/> 
to download "Automatic Deposit Application" 
form. 

Finance 
Committee

Allegheny 
Advocate 

Newsletter
needs new editors

The Allegheny Advocate newsletter is looking for 
new editors.

The newsletter is created each month,  except for 
July and August, when there is a combined 
summer issue.

All it takes is your time, a computer helps and 
any desktop publishing software you like to use. 
If you don’t have software, it can be provided to 
you, as long as you’re using a PC. Lastly, 
Allegheny UU Church has an account with FedEx 
Kinkos, so they print the hardcopy newsletters 
that people pick-up at the church each month.

Have any questions? Please feel free to email 
Chris Stygar and Lisa Carvajal if you’re inter-
ested.



Allegheny
UU Church
April
Sunday Service
begins at
10:30 AM 

Sunday 4 April
• 10:30a Story for All Ages  Service
• 10:30a Coming of Age
Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
“Now Get Out of the Catacombs!” 
Rev. Dave explores our cultural and religious 
roots in the early Christian affirmation that life is 
good, death and other apparent disappointments 
notwithstanding. 
Wear your Easter bonnets for traditional Easter 
Bonnet Parade! 
• Pick Up Giant Eagle certificates
• 2:00 p NA Regional Meeting

Sunday 11 April
Speaker: Ray Werner 
“Let's Go Back to Who We Are”
Ray Werner's Pittsburgh Community Brick Oven 
Project aims to develop a network of community 
ovens in neighborhoods all over town, ovens that 
bring neighbors together around food and 
baking. Ray will talk about how bread awakens 
our past, awakens our community spirit, and 
awakens our human spirit - along with our taste 
buds!

Sunday 18 April
• 9:00a Greeters Breakfast
• 10:30a Coming of Age
Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
“Earth Day at 40” 
We’ll celebrate our Earth, glean what we’ve 
learned from the last four decades of environ-
mental activism, and speculate how a spirituality 
that affirms our place within nature (rather than 
dominion over nature) is called to create a world 
fit for children, grain, roaches, and other living 
things. 
• 12p Membership Committee Meeting



 Sunday 25 April
Speaker: Betty Hill 
“That’s So Gay” 
Betty Hill, Executive Director of Persad Center, 
the nation’s second oldest licensed counseling 
center serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community will speak about her 
personal journey of confronting gender and 
sexual orientation discrimination as a lifelong 
resident of Western Pennsylvania. Betty will also 
share the joys and challenges of working profes-
sionally within a community where her personal 
needs and the expectations of her as a 
community leader can be at times congruent and 
at times at odds. 

• Order Giant Eagle certificates

Allegheny
UU Church

April
Sunday Service

begins at
10:30 AM 
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This years OMD District Assembly was held in St. 
Clairsville, Ohio at Ohio Univeristy Eastern 
Campus. This was the first time that a DA was 
NOT held in one of our districts congregational 
facilities. Because of yearly increasing attendance, 
this had been the goal of the district board for 
some time in order to provide more meeting 
space with easier access and I must say they 
succeeded. The campus was quick and easy to get 
to, had very good facilities and was in a scenic 
rural setting - very nice. I believe the plan is to try 
to keep having our assemblies here until we even 
outgrow this venue.

I am happy to say that AUUC  was a contributing 
factor to the growth in attendance this year as 
well. Six of our members attended this year 
including Rev. Dave. I invite you to talk to me, 
Liz Dell, Peggy Thompson, DZ or Karen Zoller to 
get more impressions of the event. While you are 
at it - give a special thanks to DZ and Karen for 
the hard work they do and have done on the 
district board. They are a big reason why things 
are succeeding in our district!

We all attended different workshops that explore 
a range of subjects designed to help us make the 
most of our time and energies devoted to our 
respective congregations. I always learn 
something new and gain valuable perspectives 
from these sessions. However, the two standout 
moments for me this year were the keynote 
speaker and the announcement of the CERG 
proposal by the district board. 

The keynote speaker was Rev. Meg Riley, the 
Director of the Advocacy and Witness Staff 
Group of the UUA. Her presentation was about 
the new ‘Standing on the Side of Love’ movement 
that she helped orchestrate. To me, this is 
exciting work that is using a simple message of 
love to work against all forms of oppression. It 

Ohio-Meadville 
District Asembly 

Report



seemed to resonate with everyone in the audience 
that this is something that is ideally suited for 
UUs in a time that really needs this message. She 
was an endearing and moving speaker and I urge 
everyone to check out what she and the UUA are 
doing at www.standingonthesideoflove.org.

Then there was the CERG (Central East Regional 
Resources and Growth) proposal that is a bold 
step towards reorganizing and combining the 
resources of our neighboring districts (Joseph 
Priestley, Metro NY, St. Lawrence and Ohio-
Meadville Districts) to better serve all our 
congregations. You can find the full proposal on 
the OMD district website:  ohiomeadville.org. In 
a nut shell, it will mean that we will have greater 
access to more expertise in areas that I believe we 
need we will need to explore as we grow to fulfill 
our goals for full time ministry. The proposal also 
outlines a new program that will be working to 
assist congregations that are energized and poised 
for growth. This will only be a select group of 24 
congregations, but I have hopes that our unique 
urban setting and our recent long range planning 
efforts will put us in the running for becoming a 
standout congregation in our district and the 
UUA at large.  What a great way to start the 
Spring!

Chris Stygar

Ohio-Meadville 
District Asembly 
Report
(continued)



Ohio-Meadville 
District News

Ministry is no longer an act provided only by 
those who are ordained or called to serve. 
Ministry happens wherever individuals embrace 
the belief that their good works, their volun-
teerism, their acts, can help serve the mission and 
vision of their congregation.

Where formerly people may have thought of 
themselves as 'just a volunteer' or one of a 
nameless group of people performing a 
task, now, more and more, members of Unitarian 
Universalist congregations understand that 
ministry is something shared by all who are part 
of a spiritual community; a way to put faith into 
action for the benefit of the church and the wider 
community.

Guidelines from the UUA

Shared Ministry 
Minute

Summer Institute is a week long institute with 
programming for adults, young adults, youth and 
children, and is a family-friendly camp.

OMDSI '10: Our Stories, Ourselves: Seeking….
Sunday July 11 - Saturday July 17, 2010

Featuring Theme Speaker Odds Bodkin, Award-
Winning Storyteller and Children's Author
To learn more about him, visit 
<www.oddsbodkin.com>

The OMD Summer Institute Brochure is now 
available. You can download it as a pdf file, or 
browse all the information on the website. You 
can also download the registration, youth and 
child forms as pdf files.

The Winter Kaleidoscope now available, 
download as a pdf file

Help SI determine it's future. Fill out the survey!

Donate to the OMDSI Melanie Pescan Memorial 
Scholarship Fund



Unitarian 
Universalist 
Association News

UUA General Assembly

Winter is the Perfect Time to Think About 
Summer – in Minneapolis!
February is an excellent time to start making 
plans to attend General Assembly, June 23-27, 
2010 in Minneapolis. Although registration for 
GA will not open until March 1st, this is an ideal 
time to look at air fares and to budget for your 
expenses for this not-to-be-missed 5 day meeting.

Minneapolis (also known as the “Mini-Apple”) is 
an ideal setting for GA. Not only is it a progres-
sive, culturally diverse, LGBT friendly city, but it 
is also rich in cultural arts and boasts a stunning 
natural environment. There are 900 lakes and 170 
parks in the Twin Cities area, making this GA an 
excellent family vacation destination.

There are also many housing options at GA this 
year and at a variety of price points. The GA 
Planning Committee offers some scholarships, 
and there may be other financial aid available if 
you start planning now. Air fares deals abound at 
this time of the year as well.

But the biggest draw is General Assembly itself - 
the largest assemblage of Unitarian Universalists 
(thousands of them) from congregations large 
and small. You’ll experience wonderful and 
uplifting worship services —morning and 
night—with glorious music and inspiring 
messages. Networking with UUs from other 
congregations, attending panel discussions, 
workshops, lectures and, of course, shopping in 
the amazing Exhibit Hall all make GA each year 
an experience UUs treasure. 

Read all about GA 2010 at <www.uua.org/ga>.



1 • Maundy Thursday - Christian 

2   • Good (Holy) Friday - All Christians 

3   • Holy Saturday - Christian 

4   • Easter - All Christians 

5-6  • Pesach (Passover) final two days - Jewish 

11  • Yom HaSho'ah - Jewish 

14  • Baisakhi - Sikh 

19  • Yom Ha'Atzmaut - Jewish 

21  • First Day of Ridvan - Baha'i 

23  • Saint George's Day - Christian 

28-May 1 • Theravadin New Year - Buddhist 

29  • Ninth Day of Ridvan - Baha'i 

30  • St. James the Great Day - Orthodox  
   Christian 

 

April
Interfaith
Calendar



Minister
Reverend David McFarland

Board of Trustees
Chris Stygar, President

Director of Religious Education
Kris Thomas

Director of Music
Kiki Barley

Finance
Peggy Thompson

Stewardship
Cathy Serventi

Religious Education
Lynn Yocum

House Committee
Donald Zeilman

Membership Committee
Betty Schwarz

Worship Committee
Mark Tomlinson

Social Justice Council
Liz Dell

Ministry Committee
Lynn Glorieux

Allegheny UU Web Site
www.alleghenyuu.org

Allegheny UU Yahoo Group
groups.yahoo.com/group/auuc/

Church Phone
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E-mail
<auuchurch@yahoo.com>

The Allegheny 
Advocate is published 
monthly (except August) 
by Allegheny Unitarian 
Universalist Church.

Submissions must be 
received by the third 
Saturday of the month 
preceding publication. 
Contributions or 
inquiries may be 
directed to 
Lisa Carvajal or 
Chris Stygar at 
stygarjal@comcast.net
© Allegheny Unitarian 
Universalist Church 
Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 2010

AUUC Contacts

Our mission is to 
create a caring, 
nurturing liberal 
religious community 
centered on the 
celebration of life; 
to deepen 
awareness of the 
history of our 
Unitarian 
Universalist 
movement, its 
principles, and 
sources of 
wisdom; to engage 
in ethical discourse 
and action in order 
to maintain social 
justice as a central 
concern.
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