
The Board continues to have a full slate, with 
many items needing attention and discussion.

We have been working on the agenda for our 
annual congregational meeting, scheduled for 
Sunday 4 May immediately following service. 
Please plan to attend, the meeting is open to all 
members and friends and is our business meeting 
for the year (remember, to vote you must have 
been a member for 90 days). The main items 
scheduled for the agenda are long range planning 
and what the concept of full time ministry at 
AUUC would involve and look like.

In an effort to streamline the meeting process 
and allow more time for discussion of the main 
issues, we are returning to a process we have not 
done in several years. Our clerk, Peggy 
Thompson, is preparing the annual meeting 
packet and we will distribute it to all members in 
the weeks prior to the meeting. The packet will 
include all committee and staff reports. We will 
not be doing verbal staff or committee reports at 
the meeting, although there will be time for 
asking pertinent questions. Your assignment, as 
members and friends of AUUC, is to come to the 
meeting prepared, having read the packet. In the 
past, introduction of committee members and 
reports from chairs has consumed much of the 
meeting time, restricting the amount of business 
we are able to conduct.

If you have questions regarding the day to day 
operations of a committee, please speak to a 
committee member or the chair outside of the 
annual meeting. If you are not aware who these 
people are, that information will be in the reports 
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included in the packet. Remember, we also had a 
fantastic Committee Fair in December to increase 
awareness of the committees.

Earlier this year the Board realized that we 
needed to strengthen the relationship between 
the committees and the Board. In an effort to do 
this, the Board had set up a schedule for this year 
with committees given a specific month when 
they were to send a representative to the Board 
meeting and report actions, successes, and issues. 
Thanks to all the committees who have 
participated so far. This effort has resulted in a 
closer relationship between the Board and 
committees and a more well informed Board.

We are currently working with the Pittsburgh 
Aids Task Force to establish a HIV testing site 
here on the Northside at AUUC. This will be only 
the second neighborhood site that PATF has 
established. Initially testing will be offered twice 
monthly. AUUC had hosted such a service in the 
past, but it has been quite some time. This is an 
excellent chance for AUUC to show it’s 
commitment to, and reach out to, the greater 
Northside neighborhood.

While we are on our neighborhood relationship, 
the Board is exploring appointing an official 
AUUC representative to attend the Central 
Northside Neighborhood Council meetings. We 
had been active in this organization before, but 
our connection lately has been rather loose. With 
several issues of concern arising lately in the 
neighborhood which have the potential of 
becoming divisive (or at the least contentious) it 
was felt that having an AUUC voice at these 
neighborhood meetings was essential. If nothing 
else, the congregation needs to at least be better 
informed on these issues. 
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Lastly, the Ohio-Meadville District Assembly is 
being held April 4 & 5 at First Unitarian in 
Shadyside. Several Board members, our DRE and 
Minister, and other members of the congregation 
will be attending. This is a great opportunity to 
interact with other UUs from our region. This 
will be the last OMD meeting with our own 
Donald Zeilman acting as President. On behalf of 
the Board I want to extend a thank you to 
Donald for his service to the Ohio-Meadville 
District.

Looking forward to seeing you all at the annual 
meeting, and remember – Spring is Here!

Ed Kinley
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On Saturday 19 April at 7:30pm, the 
DownUnder Coffeehouse will feature 
Pittsburgh folk legend, Jack Erdie and the 
Insubordinates.  Jack is a great songwriter 
drawing inspiration from John Prine, Tom 
Waits, Leonard Cohen and Bob Dylan, among 
many others.  He recently toured with Anne 
Feeney, has been featured on WYEP, and has 
coordinated numerous open stages and folk 
venues including the Three Penny Opry in 
Blannox . This concert will feature his full band 
featuring Doug Wilkin - lead guitar, Mark 
Perna - bass, Art Gazdik - fiddle and mandolin, 
and  Jeff Berman - percussion and dulcimer. If 
you have not been to a coffeehouse yet this 
year, this will be one concert not to miss.
The DownUnder Coffeehouse is open the third 
Saturday of each month in basement of 
Allegheny Unitarian Universalist Church,  416 
West North Ave.  Suggested donation for this 
month's show is $5.  Desserts and coffee will be 
available.  Call 412-322-4261 or see 
<www.alleghenyuu.org> for more details.

DownUnder 
Coffeehouse

Jack Erdie



Racial Justice Recently the congregation has focused its social 
justice work on racial justice, and the Racial 
Justice Ministry is working on projects that will 
help to positively affect race relations in our 
neighborhood. These include showing the first 
and second installments of the PBS series “Race: 
The Power of an Illusion” (stay tuned for the 
third installment in April), working with various 
community groups to plan and promote events 
to further positive interaction, and having fun 
with the kids at the Jefferson Recreation Center. 
Join us at one of our upcoming meetings to help 
us achieve our goals! We meet the third Thursday 
of every month from 6:30-8:00pm in the 
Emerson Room at the church. Our next meetings 
will be on Thursday 17 April  and Thursday 15 
May. 

Tuesdays at the 
Jefferson 

Recreation Center

Join the Racial Justice Ministry at the Jefferson 
Recreation Center on the first and second 
Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 -7:00pm for a 
wide range of projects with the kids at the Center 
from tie-dye to artwork to cookie baking. We 
would love to have occasional volunteers from 
the congregation come along with us – 
send an email to Jay Poliziani or Kim Winbush 
for directions and/or any questions. We can’t 
wait to see you there!



OMD Unitarian 
Universalists have 
a New District 
Executive

On the 4th of March, Unitarian Universalists 
installed a new regional judicatory head. The new 
District Executive is the Rev. Joan Van Becelaere, 
formerly Vice President for Student Services at 
the Iliff School of Theology, Denver CO. 

Metro Pittsburgh is part of the Ohio-Meadville 
District of the Unitarian Universalist Association.  
The historical denomination, descended directly 
from the early New England Puritans and 18th 
century Universalists, has its headquarters in 
Boston, MA and is best known for its social 
justice stands, including its support for equal 
marriage rights for gay and lesbian people, as well 
as opposition to the war in Iraq.

Rev. Van Becelaere has specialized in lay 
leadership development and holds a masters of 
divinity from Iliff School of Theology and a 
masters of public administration in policy 
analysis from the University of Colorado-Denver.

The installation service at the  First Unitarian 
Church of Pittsburgh featured a homily by Rev. 
Mark Belletini of Columbus, OH and a 
presentation by the nationally known speaker, 
Rev. Alice Blair Wesley, Bellevue, WA.  

Planning for Ohio-Meadville (OMD) Summer 
Institute 2008 at Kenyon College in Gambier, 
Ohio, is in full swing. Theme speaker Meg 
Barnhouse is set to wow the Unitarian 
Universalist crowds that are expected to 
converge on tiny Gambier, Ohio, from July 13-
19. This year, in a push to make SI a "greener" 
event and to help our budget, we will be 
posting the Summer Institute brochure on 
<www.OMDSI.org> and on 
<www.ohiomeadville.org>. If you are willing 
to read the brochure online and not get the 
expensive paper copy via snail mail this year 
please e-mail us at <omdsi2008@gmail.com> 
Dave Murray, SI08 Chair

OMD Summer 
Institute 
13-19 July 2008
Gambier, Ohio

Reverend Joan Van 
Becelaere



UU Notable News DUUB —If you go to your computer and type 
those four letters into Google, you will receive a 
special online gift: entry to the DICTIONARY OF 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST BIOGRAPHY. 
This twenty-first century achievement of the 
Unitarian Universalist Historical Society is an 
amazing miracle of cooperative community 
uniting our researchers, writers, and editors. 
Already hundreds of several-pages-each 
biographies of greater and lesser-known religious 
liberals are ready for you. Many are by Alan 
Seaburg of Tufts and Harvard. The dozens of 
authors include the Rev. Peter Hughes, the 
eminent eminent editor of this series of articles 
that stretch back the series limit of the year 1500. 
In this series you will find not puffs of UU 
hagiography but true tales of our heroines and 
heroes with strength and weakness disclosed.

FREE ONLINE —UU BIBLIOGRAPHY
Conrad Wright’s excellent bibliography of major 
and minor works of Unitarian Universalist 
history - 1946-1995 - is available without charge 
online. Just go to Google to reach UU 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY and then click on 
Conrad Wright’s Bibliography of UU History. 
This literary service is made possible by The 
Journal of Unitarian Universalist History 
published by the Unitarian Universalist Society. 
Conrad Wright, the leading historian of liberal 
religion in America, is Professor Emeritus of 
Church History at Harvard. He is an ex-officio 
member of the UU Historical Society Board, 
which publishes the Journal. Incidentally, a 
subscription accompanies your UUHS 
membership. Dues are: Individual $25, 
Household $40, Student $15 payable to: UUHS 
Membership Office, P.O. Box 38, Duxbury, MA 
02331. 
Herb Vetter, Minister at Large, Emeritus, The First 
Parish in Cambridge, MA.



AUUC 
April
Sundays

Sunday 6 April 
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:45 am Family Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
 Do We Have a Prayer?   
– Greeters: Barbara Stolarz & Frank 

Bienkowski
– Refreshments: Regis Schilken & Jill Brethauer
•  Order Giant Eagle certificates
• 12:00 pm New UU Small Group Ministry
• 2:00 pm NA Regional Meeting

Sunday 13 April
Deadline for Annual Meeting and Reports
Deadline for Finance Final Budget
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 9:30 am Communion Service
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
–  Speaker: Jennifer Russell
 North Side Old Timers
– Greeters: Sarah-Wade Smith & Shaun 

Lawson
– Refreshments: Kathy Graham & Charlie 

Snowden
•  Pick up  Giant Eagle certificates

Sunday 20 April
Passover
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Sunday Service
– Speaker: Rev. David McFarland
 On Becoming God's People
– Greeters: Walter & Martha Brethauer
– Refreshments: Kate & Mark Tomlinson & 

John Engberg
• 12:00 pm New UU Small Group Ministry
• 3:30 pm Prime Timers



AUUC 
April

Sundays

Sunday 27 April
Passover
UU Young Adult Network Conference
• 9:00 am Choir Practice
• 10:30 am Coming of Age
• 10:30 am Intergenerational Sunday Service 
– Speaker: Jeff Liebmann
 Reclaiming the A-Word
– Greeters: Jeanne Zang & Jane Schwarz
– Refreshments: Sharon & Jim Pillar & Betty 

Schwarz



April 2008 Allegheny UU Church Calendar



May 2008 Allegheny UU Church Calendar



Carbon dioxide emissions from cars are a very 
significant factor in global warming. Keep track 
of your gas mileage. When you fill up, set your 
odometer to zero. The next time you fill up, 
divide the number of miles driven by the number 
of gallons. Challenge yourself to get better 
mileage the next time. There is a lot you can do 
to improve your gas mileage by following these 
practices to increase your fuel efficiency:

• Try to stay under 60 mph. Going above 60 mph 
significantly decreases your fuel efficiency. 
According to <www.fueleconomy.gov>, each 5 
mph you drive over 60 mph reduces your fuel 
economy by 10%.
• Don’t floor your gas pedal when you start 
moving and if you see a red light up ahead, try 
coasting to it until you need to brake. Chances 
are it’ll turn green before you even get there. By 
anticipating stops and accelerating moderately, 
<www.edmunds.com> found that you can get up 
to 37% in gas savings. 
• Don’t idle unnecessarily. If you’re going to be 
stopped for more than 30 seconds, turn your car 
off.
• Always combine trips for errands. Many short 
trips taken from a cold start can use twice as 
much fuel as one multipurpose trip covering the 
same distance when the engine is warmed up and 
efficient.
• Don’t keep excess weight in your car. 
• Keep your car tuned, replace the air filter when 
needed (have it checked when you change your 
oil), and check the air pressure in your tires 
(correct pressure is listed on the inside of your 
driver side door).  
• The best thing you can do, of course, is to 
reduce the number of miles you drive. Take 
public transportation, walk or ride a bike, or 
carpool when possible.

April ECO Tip



Franklin Park, PA – Like a Hollywood 
spectacular of old, it was eight years in the 
making, involving a dazzling script, hundreds of 
extras, big bucks, juicy scandals, and a finished 
product that will make the competition weep.  
And it all will be celebrated April 18-20.

“It” is the expansion project at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the North Hills 
(UUCNH), a church that moved into the largest 
dairy barn in Western Pennsylvania nearly 50 
years ago.  The “dazzling script” is thanks to Ken 
Doyno, principal at Rothschild Doyno Architects 
of Pittsburgh, a firm known for its leadership in 
“green” building projects.

The hundreds of extras are the more than 200 
congregants at the liberal denomination; the big 
bucks are the hundreds of thousands of dollars 
raised to support the exciting renovations; and 
the juicy scandals are… well, okay, we made that 
part up.

UUCNH is inviting Pittsburghers to help 
celebrate the official opening of the renovated 
space the weekend of April 18-20.  The 
Celebration Weekend kicks off Friday night at 
7:30 with a free concert by internationally 
renowned recording artist Jim Scott, a self-
described UU activist and artist from 
Massachusetts, a member of the Paul Winter 
Consort.  Jim’s latest creation, “The Earth and 
Spirit Songbook,” is gathering rave reviews for its 
profound lyrics and catchy melodies.

On Saturday 19 April 19, the congregation will 
celebrate Earth Day with a barn warming 
featuring activities for all ages from 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Weather permitting, Marburger Dairy 
will bring young calves to bottle feed.  Children 
can also enjoy games, face painting, crafts, and 
seed planting.  Musical entertainment includes 
the Renaissance City Women’s Choir, Allegheny 

North Hills 
UU Church
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Fiddlers, singer songwriter David Wells, and 
other local talent.  Yoga teacher Trish Zitello will 
share her love of “raw food cooking,” and Evan 
Verbanic will speak on the topic, “Go Organic—
Stay Local.”  The church’s long tradition of 
celebrating the arts with the “Twin Towers Art 
Festival,” and more recently “Arts in the 
Autumn” will be remembered with a small art 
show displaying works of local artists.  History 
buffs will enjoy the pictorial history of the barn 
displayed in the newly renovated upstairs, as well 
as the opportunity to meet Debby Rabold, author 
of the History of Franklin Park, which features a 
story of the “housewarming for cows” held 
shortly after the barn completed in 1926. 

For more information, visit the church web site 
at <www.uucnh.org>, or call the church at 412-
366-0244.  UUCNH, also home to the Bellwood 
Preschool, is located at 2359 West Ingomar Road 
in Franklin Park.

North Hills 
UU Church 
to Celebrate 
Expansion
continued

East Enders - Find 
out more about the 
Low Carbon Diet

Allegheny UU member Jeanne Zang will be 
giving a presentation on the Low Carbon Diet 
program to help curb global warming on 
Tuesday 10 April at 7:00 at the Wilkins School 
Community Center (corner of Milton and 
Charleston in Regent Square). This presentation 
will tell you how to set up your own group and 
reduce your carbon output in just four meetings. 
Alex West set up and led a group, which included 
Kim Winbush, Alicia Fronczek, and Paul and 
Kathy Lawson. Talk to any of them or Jeanne, 
Tim Nuttle, or Lynn Glorieux if you’d like to 
know more about the program.



The Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) 
annual fundraising banquet will be held Monday 
24 April 2008 at the Greentree Marriott. Cost will 
be $50/ticket. The featured speaker will be Rev Dr 
Iva E. Carruthers.

Dr. Carruthers is general secretary of the Samuel 
DeWitt Proctor Conference, a national 
interdenominational organization within the 
African American faith tradition, and founder of 
Lois House, an urban retreat center. She is an 
active member of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago and has a long history of social 
justice ministry, fostering interdenominational 
and interfaith dialogue in the United States, 
Caribbean, South America and Africa. 

Dr. Carruthers is a widely-published author 
whose work includes "The Church and 
Reparations," distributed by her denomination at 
the 2001 U.N. World Conference Against 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 
Related Intolerance. She co-edited "Blow The 
Trumpet in Zion: Global Vision And Action for 
the 21st Century Black Church" and published 15 
study guides on African American and African 
history as co-producer of an educational 
television program.

She is a professor emeritus and former chair of 
Northeastern Illinois University's Department of 
Sociology, in received the institution's 1999 Life 
Achievement Award. Her other honors include 
the Year 2000 Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 
award of the National Foundation of Women 
Legislators and the Small Business 
Administration, appointment to a White House 
Advisory Council on the Internet, a 
ComputerWorld Smithsonian Award and Ebony 
Magazine's 2001 Outstanding Mother Award for 
Mentoring. 

See Pete McQuillin for tickets.

PIIN Annual 
Fundraising 

Banquet 
Monday 24 April
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